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Abstract

This thesis examines how Zionist intellectuals, academics and
historians have employed collective memory in conjunction with historical
myths in the reconstruction of a Jewish nation with the right to a national
state demonstrating all along the continuity between the past and the
present. The end result is a fabricated history that rationalizes the
construction of the present in the form of a nation state and denies forcibly
the right of the historical owners of the land of Palestine to have their own

state.

The thesis starts with a theoretical framework that uses the concept
of collective memory in understanding the evolvement of nationalism and
discusses how historians employ such a concept in their reconstruction of
the past. The outcome is a nationalist thought that demonstrates how
nationalist cultural awareness can be used to recreate the nation based on
its claimed historical roots and justifies the reconstruction of such a nation

in a modern nation-state. In addition, the theoretical framework looks

critically at the methods used in the fabrication of history and displays how

such methods meet the interests of certain ideological elite’s.

The thesis then goes on to deconstruct such a method, traces and

critically analyzes its epistemological problematic, discontinuities and

contradictions as applied by Jewish intellectuals, academics and historians
in creating the nationalist thought and nationalism of the Jewish nation.
The focus of the thesis can be seen in the way those who have fabricated
Jewish cultural awareness, have used historical myths and instances such as 1
Massada, Bar Kokhba and Tel Hai, to establish not only the continuity of |
Jewish history but the right of a Jewish nation to a state in the land of

Palestine. .
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' Gellner, Ernest. Nations and Nationalism. Oxford : Basil Blackwell , 1983. P.61.
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