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The Mamluk Coinage: In the collection of the Palestinian Monetary
Authority Museum(648-922 AH / 1250-1517 CE)A Historical,
Descriptive, Artistic, and Analytical Study

Prepared by: Mohammed Imad Ibrahim Mansour
Supervisor: Dr. Ibrahim Abu I'omar
Co-Supervisor: Dr. Adnan Abu Dayyah

Abstract

The study was undertaken with the principal objective of elucidating the Mamluk monetary
system by means of a meticulous examination of the numismatic collection housed within
the confines of the Palestinian Monetary Authority Museum, spanning the years 648 to 922
AH (1250-1517 CE). Within the analytical framework of this study, due consideration was
accorded to the intricacies of the political and economic milieu during the Mamluk epoch.
This nuanced approach was implemented with the express aim of contextualizing the
investigation within the broader historical landscape of Palestine.

The inquiry delved into the multifaceted dimensions of political and economic life during
the Mamluk dominion, thereby establishing a nexus between the study and the historical
narrative of Palestine. An in-depth exploration of the various crises and challenges of a
political and economic nature confronted by the Mamluk state across diverse periods was a
salient facet of the study, as was the examination of the successive reins of power assumed
by Mamluk sultans.

The Mamluk era emerges as a pivotal epoch in the Islamic historical narrative, particularly
within the realms of Egypt and the Levant. The Mamluks achieved notable successes in
resisting the Mongol incursions, expelling the Crusaders from the regions of Palestine and
Lebanon. A concomitant consequence of their rule was the flourishing of Palestine,
manifested in the domains of architectural advancements, fortification reconstruction,
urban edification, the establishment of sacred shrines, and the construction of mausoleums
atop the sepulchers of revered prophets. The demographic tapestry of Mamluk-era
Palestine was characterized by a heterogeneous amalgamation of Arab, Frankish,
Turkmen, Kurdish, and Turkish constituents, each exerting a discernible influence across
the societal, political, military, and economic spheres. Notably, the preponderance of the
populace adhered to the Islamic faith.

The methodological scaffold of the study was delineated across five methodically
constructed chapters. The inaugural chapter encapsulated an exhaustive historical overview
of currency minting, explication of research methodology, enunciation of study objectives,
and the articulation of methodological justifications. Subsequent chapters progressively



expounded upon the emergence of both maritime and Bahri Mamluks, proffering a
comprehensive survey of the sultanic era and its instrumental role in the coinage
mechanism. The third chapter scrutinized Islamic coinage, encompassing the Umayyad
through Ayyubid periods, with a specific focus on the Mamluk epoch.

The penultimate chapter scrutinized the numismatic specimens encapsulated within the
collection of the Palestinian Monetary Authority Museum, comprising 77 artifacts
inclusive of three gold dinars, 36 silver dirhams, and 38 copper fals. The concluding
chapter undertook a meticulous examination of decorative motifs embellishing the subject
Mamluk coins.

The trajectory of growth, prosperity, strength, setbacks, and economic vicissitudes
underwent vicissitudes in consonance with the prevailing economic, political, and social
dynamics. This confluence of factors bore witness to the reflection of economic conditions
and the efficacy of the coined currency upon the administrative and military architecture of
the Mamluk state. A noteworthy contention posited in the study pertains to the
susceptibility of the Mamluk monetary system to corruption, an outcome attributable to the
inadequacies inherent in the state's monetary policies.
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