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Agricultural development in the West bank, challenges confrontation
from the point view of the local agricultural institutions.

Abstract

This study is investigations of the effectiveness of the agriculture development from the
point view of the local agricultural institutions.The study has been conducted in the year
2012 using the descriptive approach. The sample of the study includes the well established
local agricultural institutions which amount (17) institutions distributed in the various
regions in the West bank. The study focused on the role of these institutions in identifying
challenges and the proposed solutions to overcome the difficulties facing agricultural
sector in West Bank. The researcher used a questionnaire based on the Lekert five-fold
scale as a main tool for collecting data. Seventy nine questionnaires were distributed to key
employees in the agricultural institutions. The theoretical part of the study dealt with the
historical developments of agriculture in the West bank and the challenges facing the
farmers and the local agriculture agencies in their struggle for development. In addition, it
discusses the Palestinian Authority plans and actions in promoting agricultural
developments. The validity of the questionnaire was measured by the analysis of kronbakh
Alfa where the rate of the stability was (81%).The analysis of the data has been done using
the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) yielding a averages, standard deviation,
percentage and for studying the differences between the variables,( one sample t-test) was
used for an independent group. The main results of the study are that the current growth
indicator of agricultural development is 62.2% which points to the scarcity of the growth
of the agricultural areas, and the ineffectiveness of the agricultural strategy plan. Problems
in marketing and generating income constitute a high level of 80.53%, mainly due to the
dependence on the Israeli and the absence of the central markets. The shortage of water,
the lack of conservational plans for natural resources and reducing taxes on agriculture
machinery showed the largest percentage of 87.26%. The study revealed other important
results concerning the lack of agriculture counseling with respect to cultivating and land
use. The study recommends the implementations of guidance and training programs in land
and water use and new techniques of cultivations, marketing, and land classifications.
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