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"The Overlapping of signs in the posters of the palestinians
revolution'" The Eye hears and the ear sees'

Prepared by: Jobran Alam Sami Massad
Supervisor: Dr. Walid Shurafa

Abstract:

The study aimed to explore the mythological structure and its intersections in the
Palestinian revolution posters, by employing the semiotic approach according to
Roland Barthes' model. This study analyzed the natural signs and their ability to
transform into iconic ones through three levels: the descriptive, the denotative, and the
connotative. The research sample consisted of 14 posters, with the study period
spanning from 1965 to 1994, after the Palestine Liberation Organization ceased to
invest in this visual medium (posters) as a tool. The sample was selected purposively
to meet the research needs. The posters included in the study are essential and diverse
models, some of which remind of Palestinian Prisoners' Day, others of Women's Day,
and Land Day, and so on. The researcher made considerable efforts to collect them,
as, unfortunately, without certain Palestinian preservation efforts, these posters could
have been lost. After gathering the samples, the researcher deconstructed all the

posters to reveal their ideological and mythological structure.

The study reached several findings through the analysis levels: at the descriptive
level, it was found that the posters relied on a heroic style in their artistic composition,
and that the natural signs in the life of Palestinians (stone, tree) transform into
symbolic—iconic signs. At the denotative level, it was found that the posters use
thermal and kinetic colors, straight and curved lines, and the artistic composition of
the posters incorporated linguistic intertextuality in relation to the Palestinian
resistance history in framing the images. At the connotative level, it was revealed that
a mature, elitist artistic level cannot be achieved theoretically without the presence of
a tense and volatile engagement with the resistance itself ("physical awareness"). All
the linguistic and visual metaphors of nature became primarily symbolic, directly
connected to culture, contributing to framing the artwork ideologically and

mythologically through the symbols in the posters.



At the level of linguistic messages, the researcher concluded that the linguistic
message served as a bridge between the sender (artist) and the receiver (audience).
The posters redefined Palestinian identity in relation to land and collective memory as
protection, and by using historical resistance phrases from Palestinian culture, the
artistic work directed and narrowed the process of interpretation, guiding the audience
towards the intended message through the use of resistance language and focusing on
national metaphors within Palestinian culture. This led to an interpretive outcome that
mirrored the goal of the poster in expressing the historical struggle of the Palestinian
people. At the connotative level, the researcher concluded that natural signs would
interact with the myth by direct substitution, transforming the artistic energy of the
poster into a magical technique that transcends reality, re-representing natural objects
in the context of Palestinian culture into an absolute iconic symbolism. Thus, the

artwork serves as a symbolic redefinition of Palestinian historical identity.

Keywords: Sign, Semiotics, Poster, Palestinian Art.
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