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The role of the Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committees (PARC) in the 

economic and social development from the perspective of the 

beneficiaries in the Ramallah and Al-Bireh 

 

Abstract  
 

This study was conducted between January 2010 and April 2012. The population of this 

study consisted of the beneficiaries of the services of the Palestinian Agricultural Relief 

Committeesin Ramallah and Al-Bireh area. The study aimed to identify the role of the 

Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committees in the economic and social development from 

the perspective of the beneficiaries in the Ramallah and Al-Bireh. It also aimed to find out 

whether there are differences in the average responses of the respondents in regard of the 

role of the Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committees in the economic and social 

development from the perspective of the beneficiaries in accordance with the following 

variables: gender, scientific qualification, the average monthly income, and place 

residence. The rationale of this study lies in the scarcity of studies that dealt with this 

subject while promoting the social perception towards these originations well as striving to 

support them for the feasibility to promoting economic development in Palestine. The 

population of the study consisted of 600 beneficiaries of the services of the PARC. As for 

the study sample, it was identified through the Simple Random Sampleon a sample of 76 

beneficiaries who represented this study. 

 

The study reached the following findings:52.2% of respondents felt that the economic 

programs offered by these agricultural relief associations did not contribute enough to 

improve economic conditions of the families;62% said that social programs offered by 

associations made the beneficiaries independent and strengthened the spirit of cooperation 

between family members through the collective work on their land; 65.4% indicted that 

these associations face obstacles, which hinder the achievement of economic and social 

development. The results of the study showed that the main obstacles which hinder the 

work of these associations are the Israeli occupation and the current political situation in 

the Palestinian territories along with the clear weakness in the management skills of 

beneficiaries. Therefore, these associations need to provide the beneficiaries with the 

important management skills so that they can manage their projects efficiently. The study 

results showed no statistically significant differences at the level of statistical significance  

(Ŭ Ò 0.05) due to the variables of gender, education, the average monthly income and place 

of residence. The study results indicated discrepancies in the responses about the 

contribution of beneficiaries of the programs from these associations in Palestinian 

economic development with regard to gender in favor of the female respondents.  

 

Among the most important recommendationsthe researcher proposed: agricultural 

development association have to improve its services such as organizing theoretical and 

practical training courses aiming to increase the beneficiaries capacities in the field of 

administrative competencies and the sustainability use of modern technology in their 

production, support the beneficiaries productive projects, develop production and 

marketing plans which is include the sustainability of their project activities in order to 

enhance the job creation objective.. 
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