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The Legal Liability of Medication Errors
Prepared by : Sara Zakariya Ibrahim Jubran

Supervisor : Dr. Ahmad Barak
Abstract

With the increasing number of medical errors in Palestinian hospitals on
one hand, and the absence of clear statistical information about them on
the other, there has been a basic need to spot the light on the medical
errors, particularly because of the absence of legislations in this field.
Therefore, the researcher has put the efforts to discuss the legal
framework of the medical errors as she believes that communities are
built and sustained through the existence of comprehensive law systems
that govern their entire life and its various aspects. In the context of
medical errors concept, the researcher argues the importance of spotting
the light on them due to the harm they cause to the patients through
Increasing the mortality rates.

Thus, it is necessary to show the significance of the law protection
framework which in turn leads to human body protection via raising the
awareness and exploring the legal consequences.

This study attempts to answer some questions such as: what is the legal
responsibility of the medical errors and their permissible scopes? What is
the legal status that governs the medical responsibility? When is the
doctor accountable in terms of civilian, penal and disciplinary
responsibilities? One of the main goals of this study is to articulate the
medical errors concept in order to raise the awareness about it among
patients. Furthermore, this study explores the medical process phases
starting from the initial diagnosis until reaching the end of the curing
phase through which potential medical errors may happen.

Finally, the research discusses the concept of the medical error in terms
of the relationship between the doctor and the patient in the legal context
(i.e., civic, criminal, and disciplinary) while discussing some concrete
examples on the doctors assistants and team.
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