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"Pope Benedict X VI, his biography, and his position on Islam through his
book "Without Roots"-An analytical study"

Prepared by: Marwan Mohammad Abed Al-qader Abo Fara

Supervisor: Dr. Mashhour Habbazi.

Abstract:

The study, "Pope Benedict XVI, his biography, and his position on Islam
through his book "Without Roots"-An analytical study", aimed to
understand the actual motives behind Pope Benedict XVI's positions on
Islam, specifically the positions contained in his book "Without Roots"
and the positions contained in the "Faith and reason™ lecture, delivered at
the University of Regensburg in Germany.

Several reasons pushed me to this study, including: the lack of translation
- as far as | know - of the book "Without Roots", as well as the desire to
understand the positions of the Pope of Rome against Islam, in more than
one of his authors, which aroused the anger of Muslims around the world,
as well as the absence of An academic biography of Pope Benedict XVI
and his positions on Islam, and finally the need to understand the official
position of Catholicism on Islam through the writings of Pope Benedict
XVI.

In order to reach the desired results, in this study, | relied on the following
methods: historical, descriptive, and analytical, in collecting information
from its sources, comparing and analyzing it, in order to reach the desired
results.

This study reached several results, the most important of which are:

1. Benedict XV1's positions stem from two things, the first: his joining the
Nazi youth during his youth, and the second: his joining the extremist
Catholic theological movement, during his progression in his
ecclesiastical work.

2. The crisis of existence and identity that Western Europe suffers from
contributed to the formulation of many hard-line positions for Benedict
XVI and the current he represented, stemming primarily from Western
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Europe’s denial of the Catholic Church, and Western Europe’s refusal to
recognize the role of Catholic Christianity in the making of Western
European civilization.

3. Christian-Catholic attitudes toward Islam come within a long series of
Western hostility to Islam, starting from the moment the Prophet "PBUH"
appeared in history, and this Western hostility includes all aspects of
Islam, religious, civilizational and cultural.

4. Benedict XVI was deliberate in what he said in the lecture “Faith and
Reason” about Islam and the Prophet, and he confirmed this through the
final version of the lecture published by the official Vatican website.

5. Benedict XVTI’s positions on Islam intersect with the positions of the
Western European extreme right, in many issues, including: the position
of those rejecting Muslim immigrants, rejection of Islamic manifestations
in Western Europe, and linking terrorism as a name and content to Islam
only.
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