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The Mosque and Shrine of David in Jerusalem
By: Amal Al-Dajani Katbeh

English Summary

This thesis examines in detail the mosque and shrine ( maqam ) of David on
Mount Zion in Jerusalem, a holy shrine for the three divinely-revealed religions. The
shrine is built above the cave where the tomb of David was placed and is where Jesus
held the Last Supper with his disciples.

This study is based upon field work and historical research. Newly produced
photographs and plans are compared with earlier plans, while information connected
with the site is collected from primary Arabic and Foreign historical sources, travel
accounts, and modern historical and archaeological studies, in addition to the religious
endowment documents ( waqf ) and the records of the Islamic law court.

This thesis is divided into seven chapters. Chapter One examines the historical
background of the Mosque and Shrine of David from the start of the Roman period
up to the present day. Chapter Two discusses the monument in written sources, which
describe it first as a tomb and later as a shrine. Chapter Three covers the religious
endowments of the mosque and shrine, while Chapter Four is a description and
analysis of the two mosques and the shrine and their associated structures. New plans

are included of the minaret, the upper and lower mihrabs, the main north and east




entrances, and the Ottoman guest room ( madafah ), to supplement the plans
produced by previous scholars. Chapter Five investigates in detail the architectural
element; found in the two mosques and the shrine room. Chapter Six includes a
description of the decorative elements found in the complex, including the
architectural decorations, the most important of which are the glazed tiles with
vegetative, animal, geometric, and inscriptional decorations. Chapter Seven examines
the social life to the Prophet David Quarter at the end of the Ottoman period up to
1948, as well as the situation since 1948.

A conclusion summarizes the principal results of the study and points out the
value that new archaeological excavations in the building and surrounding area could
have in providing more precise and comprehensive information about David's tomb.
The conclusion also calls for the return of the Dajani family to their homes in the
Prophet David Quarter, the resumption of burial of their dead in their cemetery and

prayer in their mosques, because of their historical, religious and legal right to do so.
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