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Abstract

To know the effectiveness of agricultural extension offered by Ministry of Agriculture in
North West Bank regions from the perspectives of the extentionists themselves, and the
farmers who receive this service. And to achieve this aim, the researcher used the
descriptive method through a questionnaire designed specially for this purpose, since this
method is the most suitable method to realize the research purposes.

The research was conducted in North West Bank regions (Jenin, Tubas, Tulkarm, Qalgelia,
Sdlfit, and Nablus), the research community consisted of al the farmers of both plant and
animal production, all the Public agriculture extensionists. The Layer Random Sample was
used to test the research sample of farmers, where four villages from each district were
selected, and the sample size was distributed on the districts and the villages based on the
population of their communities. The research sample is consisted of (498) farmers.
Regarding the sample of extensionists, and due to the small size of the community, a
comprehensive survey of al the individuals of the extenson community who were (87)
extensionists. The study took place from apirl 2006 to November 2007.

The questionnaire was proved to be accepted, reliable and suitable to measure the research
purposes and the researcher used the relative frequency and the Central Tendency
measures, in addition to T. Test, One Way Anova, and Scheeffe test to answer the research
hypotheses. To answer the research questions he used the mean averages and the relative
frequencies.

The results indicated that two thirds of the Public agriculture extensionists are from the
youth category, obtained bachelor degree, males, their experience was less than 10 years.
One third of them haven't received any courses in the field of agricultural extension
philosophy. The research showed that 14% of the extensionists have vice manager
positions and 41% have chief of department positions. Two thirds of the extensionists
indicated their dependence on personal experience in information resources. About two
thirds of the extensionists use extension visits and 355 use lectures as methods of
extension. Regarding the obstacles of agricultural work, the extensionists referred to the
sessions made by the Isragli Occupation, and the unavailability of financial abilities and in
methods of delivering information, and the inexistence of financia and psychological
motivations for the extensionists.

The results indicated a moderate level on the scope of extensionists communication with
farmers, there was a very low level of communication because of the existence of the
Israeli occupation which causes obstacles in communication, and the results also indicated
alow level of delivering new information to farmers continuoudly from the ministry to the
farmer, and a low level of the communication with scientific research centers, and in visits
of the researchers to the extension.

The research showed a moderate level on the scope of the effective of extension from the
perspective of extensionists, it indicated a low level of effectiveness in delivering new
information by the scientific research centers to the extensionists, in the extension'
admission of the training centers before joining their jobs, in the farmers participation in
preparing extension programs, in the availability of extention methods, in awarding the
skillful farmers and in functional fair for the agricultural extensionists .

a
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The research indicated that 20% of the farmers hold the first university degree, where 60%
of them are not completely free for agricultural work, average of lectures yearly attended
by the farmer is (1.94). However, 41% declared that they have not received any kind of
lectures. The results indicated that the best time to execute an extension visit, alecture, or a
practica training is at 10:00 AM, and the best duration to execute an extension visit, a
lecture, or a practical training is one hour, and the best day to execute an extension visit, a
lecture, or a practical training is Thursday, and the best season is Spring.

The research showed a moderate level of effectiveness of extension from the perspective of
farmers, it indicated a low level in organizing productive competences by the ministry, in
providing financial and psychological support and motivation to pioneer farmers, in
participating the farmers in preparing extension programs, and in providing means of
transportation. The results also showed a moderate level on the scope of extension
communication with farmers from the perspective of farmers, the effect of occupation on
communication with farmers, the farmers bearing of the cost of extensionists reaching.

The results showed that there were significant statistical differences in the level of farmers
satisfaction about the effectiveness of agricultural extenson due to variables of
(educationa level, freeness for agricultural work, and the farmed area) and in the level of
farmers satisfaction about communication with extension due to variables of (educational
level, and freeness for agricultural work).

The most important recommendations were: giving an active role to formal agricultural
extension, supervising and specifying the efficiency of agricultural extension from time to

time, giving more attention to integration of extension, and developing the scientific
research centers.
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