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The Impact of Farmer Field Schools on the Sustainability of Olive
Farming a Case Study of Olive Orchards in Central and Southern West
Bank Based on the Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture's Study

Prepared by: Emad Al-Tawil

Supervised by: Dr. Abdullah Al-Omari

Abstract

This study was conducted between 2022 and 2023 on a sample of 133 farmers
participating in Farmer Field Schools (FFS) to assess the role of these schools
in enhancing knowledge and skills related to integrated olive crop
management. The study focused on analyzing the demographic, social, and
economic characteristics of the participating farmers while examining
statistical relationships between independent variables and the level of
knowledge regarding integrated olive management, including sustainable
farming techniques, pest control, and efficient resource use.

The study was carried out in olive fields and orchards of targeted farmers in
central and southern regions of the West Bank (Beit Liqya, Mikhmas, Tuqu',
Surif, Idhna, Al-Koum, and As-Samu’), which fall under the jurisdiction of
the Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture directorates.

After reviewing relevant literature, a study tool comprising 56 questions was
developed. The questionnaire consisted of several sections: the first covered
basic information, the second addressed FFS, the third focused on farmers'
satisfaction with the implementation of FFS and the skills acquired, and the
fourth assessed the level of knowledge regarding proper agricultural practices.
Data collection and analysis were performed using statistical descriptive and
analytical methods, with percentages and averages derived for descriptive
data. Analysis of variance (ANOVA) was employed to identify significant
differences between variables using statistical software.

The study revealed that the majority of respondents were male (74.4%).
Results showed that 54.2% of farmers were satisfied with the FFS
methodology, indicating that it contributed positively to productivity
improvement. Furthermore, 68.9% of farmers believed these schools
enhanced the quality of olive products. Farmers' satisfaction with the role of
agricultural advisors in providing valuable technical information was 55.7%.
Additionally, 49.2% considered the FFS's contribution to solving agricultural
issues a successful initiative. The results also highlighted the impact of FFS
on developing farmers' technical and scientific skills, with a satisfaction rate
of 52.57%. Notably, 63.9% of farmers were not affiliated with any
agricultural associations.



The recommendations emphasized strengthening agricultural extension by
training advisors on modern and advanced techniques, enhancing advisory
services for employees, and equipping them with advanced methods to
provide practical information for improving farmers' production practices.
Regular impact assessment and monitoring of FFS on various agricultural
dimensions, including production, marketing, and quality, were recommended
to refine programs and methods for achieving better sustainability.

The study underscores the importance of targeting women and youth through
training programs to raise awareness of modern agricultural practices and
encourage innovation in this field. It also calls for incentivizing their
participation in the agricultural sector by providing financial support and
funding for FFS activities. The recommendations further stress the promotion
of environmentally friendly agricultural practices, such as organic farming
and the safe use of pesticides, to protect public health and the environment.
Additionally, the study advocates for strengthening collaborative efforts by
raising farmers' awareness of the importance of joining cooperative
associations, which positively impacts production and marketing
effectiveness.

Key words: Farmer Field Schools, Integrated Management of Olive Crop,
Sustainability of Farmer Field Schools, Sustainability of Olive Farming ,
Agricultural Practic
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