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Abstract



This study discusses the implications of the Israeli security theory
on planning and on the ground« within the Green Line -- the armistice
line of the 1948 war (where the Israeli state is built), and in the West
Bank of 1967 (where Israeli settlements have been built). Israeli
settlement construction has been driven by national and religious motives
and determined by security policy considerations. Land, and control over

it, is a main element of Israeli security theory serving the Zoinist project.

The West Bank witnessed the climax of Israeli planning policy
through settlement projects under various Israeli governments. Calls for
annexing the West Bank Occupied Territories were put forth when the
Likud party came to power in 1977. A discussion about the integration of
the land of 1948 land with the land of 1967 has required a search into the
nature of the state of Israel : whether it is a colonial state or a colonial-

settler state. This has implications on how one regards the two territories.

Two paradigms are represented by lan Lustick who views the
Israeli state as a colonial model, and Maxime Rodinson who regards the
Israeli state as a colonial-settler state. In the former model (colonial), the
1948 lands represent the state’s “mother-land”, and the 1967 lands are a
colonial expansion comparable to two historical colonial models, the
British in Ireland, and the French in Algeria. The expanded territories
could undergo a contraction process in which the colonized territories are
given up in a political settlement. In contrast, Rodinson’s model views
both the land of 1948 and of 1967 as a Zoinist “mother-land in the
making”, a characteristic of the colonial- settler model, such as former

Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), and former Apartheid South Africa.



The Israeli settlement project in the West Bank since 1967, was not
able to incorporate the area within the Israeli state. The main north—south
axis (the state’s "spine") remained along the coastal plane of historical
Palestine. Recent planning, however, suggests that a new "spine” is being
established shifting the coastal axis to the center of historical Palestine,
adjacent to the Green Line. The purpose of this endeavor is to integrate
both the 1948 lands and the 1967 lands into the “mother-land” of the
Zoinist colonial —settler project. This is embodied in the new Trans-Israel

Highway (TIH), which is the case study in this research.

This study consists of four chapters. The first discusses whether
Israel is a colonial or a colonial-settler state. The second gives an
overview of the stages of Israeli settlement in the West Bank since 1967,
and up to the peace process. The third chapter describes the TIH project,
and discusses the arguments concerning it. The fourth discusses and

analyses the strategic significance of TIH.
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