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Abstract

The Role of the Non-governmental Organization in Rural
Development of Central Region of west Bank- Situation of Land
Reclamation with Agricultural Relief

This research has been conducted under social and economic difficult
conditions surrounding the Palestinian community in general, and land
reclamation sector in particular. Due to the fact that the Palestinian
community is exposed to confiscation of land and settlement, and
construction of the apartheid annexing and expanding wall, this research has
been conducted to highlight the role of NGOs in rural development of central
region of West Bank — Situation of Land Reclamation with Agricultural
relief' ) , and to analyze the relation of these NGOs with the local community
aiming at providing practical inferences, recommendations and policies, and
setting out practical precautions and corrective mechanisms to enhance the
relation between these NGOs and the community, as well as to increase the
area of the reclaimed land, and to establish more complementary relations
between NGOs and the Palestinian National Authority and local community.
Work on this study lasted for two and half years within the period 2004-
2006 .

The importance of the study and its problem was significant in that there is a
dysfunction in focusing NGOs n the cities while they work in the rural
regions with about 29.3%. In addition their focus in the central region
deprived its rural regions from the benefit of their programs, although they
play a great role in supporting the withstand of the local community.

This study is based on qualitative and quantitative methodologies. It included
a review of the literatures and sources relevant to NGOs and land reclamation.

The method of case study was chosen for this research as it is one of the
suitable methods for research .

Data were collected through a questionnaire which was formulated and
prepared for this purpose; and their correctness and harmony with the
Program of the Package of Statistical and Social Analysis ( SPSS ) was
assured . A regular random sample was selected from the research community
of farmers-the owners of the reclaimed land and this sample was taken from
the farmers who reclaimed their land through the Agricultural Relief .



The questionnaire of the research was distributed to 40 farmers from the total
80 farmers whose land was reclaimed within the period 1995-2006 in the
central region of West Bank. Those farmers were chosen in accordance with a
list containing all the names of the farmers of the central region as well as the
area of land which was reclaimed, the estimated number of consumed work
hours and the estimated value of the cost of reclamation . The sample was
randomly selected in accordance with a poll of selecting a sample represented
half of the research community, and the even numbers were taken from the
list (1-80).

In the theoretical part, the study discussed the definition of development and
rural development from the regional and Palestinian point of view. The study
did not neglect the historical development of the NGOs in Palestine starting
from the Anglo-Jewish occupation, passing through the Jordanian and
Egyptian sovereignty on parts of West Bank and Gaza Strip till the current
Israeli occupation and its stressing procedures on the ground, which restricted
the work of NGOs and finishing with Oslo Agreement and the re-building of
the Palestinian National Authority which brought to existence a group of
specialized NGOs some of whom had a complementary relation with the
Palestinian National Authority and the civil society .

I have used two methods of analysis of data, qualitative and qualitative
methods as an answer to the assumptions and questions of the study to
identify the relationships between the variables, , and to come out with the
best possible indicators. This came out with descriptive results and other
results that explore the common relationships between the variables.

The results of the research showed difference among the benificiers from
reforming programs either on sex levels, or education stage, or main and
minor careers, or area, or the number of family members, or age groups. The
rural districts characterized with benefiting more from land reclamation
program for the agricultural area they cover. That is, as camps were not
mentioned, we see that 94.9% have benefited fro these programs in rural areas
while it was 5.1% in cities . They study didn't disregard other variables of
economic feature ( the quality of relief programs, number of workers, income,
kind of harvests, product increase, relief aids), and other political variables
like ( motives of reclamation , and the ability of the program to support
resistance and everlasting ).

For the analysis of assumptions, the study indicated the relationship among
the variables that explore the relationships between the agricultural relief and
targeted society. The study showed also that the satisfaction of farmers ranges
between satisfied and some how satisfied- As the study indicated that the



more the monthly income of farmer's family is, the more is the satisfaction of
relief programs. While the result was opposite when compared to the number
of family members .

The study showed also that 95% of whom land were reformed had both
political and economic motives. The higher percentages were represented in
careers of ( farmer, workers, free work ). Families of 4 to 7 members
represented the higher rates of these motives. While those who have
intermediate education ( B.A) represented 66.7% of these rates .

The study emphasized the role that the Agricultural Relief plays to support the
farmers to ever last. Most farmers of whom lands reclamated, disregarding
their different career,, indicated that the relief programs have helped than to
stay in their lands with a percentage that ranges from (66.7% to 100%) .

Through methodological analysis, the research emphasized the importance of
land Reclamation from the farmers' point of vents referring to the factors that
affected reclamation process, and emphasizing a group of factors that the
Relief Committee had pointed out during reclamation process (economic and
political factors). the farmers pointed out the obstacles the used to face either
by ( contractors, or the Relief committee, or by themselves). Accordingly, a
set of suggestions were put forward by the farmers to be adopted in ordder. to
increase the area of reclamated lands .

By the end of the research, I suggested a number of recommendations some of
which related to theoretical outline, and others related to practical outline.

The study recommended more researches to be conducted in relevance to land
reclamation. And I have suggested some topics of other researches by the end
of the research to enrich the knowledge of developmental researchers.
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