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The Byzantine churches in Bethlehem and its eastern surroundings: a
historical, archaeological, and architectural study

Prepared by: Mayson Ali Mohammad Radaidah.

Supervised by: Dr . | brahem Abu Admar

Abstract:

The city of Bethlehem has great religious and sacred importance resulting from the birth
of Jesusthe Christ, and it is considered an important destination for the Christilve whole
world, as various cultural influences have passed over it throughout the ages, which left behind a
religious and cultural legacy that is a testament to its status, and it was necessary for it to contain
the most importanplaces of worship for carrying out religioasd spirituakituals, and among

these cultural influences is the influence of the Byzantine civilization.

The study dealt with thasedand abandoned/ destroyesthurches locateth the city of
Bethlerem and its eastern surroundinggat were builtbetween the fourttand the seventh
centuriesAD, from a historical archaeological and archticutraberspectie, according to a

descriptive analytical approach that relied on historical references &hahfpection.

The current studycontains six chapterdye first chaptepresentghe introduction anthe
methodology of the study, the secoddapter presentthe general framework, and the third
chapter presentthe stages ofhe architectural planninglevelopmentas a supporting factor, in
addition to the historical framework of church architecture as an explanatory fEwtofourth
chapterdealt with ten inhabitedand demolished churches Bethlehemcity and its eastern
surroundingausing comparative stugdyamely the Church of the Nativity, the churches of the
Shepherdsd Field, t he Chnohesdi Mas BabaDMonasterfhieb n Ub a
Church of theMilk Grotto,the churches of th8iyar EI-Ghanam the church of Khirbet Deir al
Raheb, and the churches of Herodium, the church of Khirbe¢ia) and the church of Umme-al
Amad, through fieldnspection by visiting the inhapiteohes, searching and investigating the
demolishedones, inspecting them directly, drawing maps of their foundations and architecture,

and documenting their remains with pictures and engineering drawings.



The study presentthe arts and decorations of churches, such as mosaics, engravings,
drawings, and pictures that decorated them and had symbolic and religious connotations, which
formed te patterns of the arts of thastern churchedVhile in the fifth chaptethe arts and
decorations of churchegere discussednd presentenh general then they were implementéal
t he st ud groupof cherchesadingainparison andforementioned patterms orderto
provelocal Eastern churcheonceptsFinally, the sixh chapter concluded the stydis results,

and its recommendations.
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