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The role of Common Services Councils in the West Bank in the
development and local governance

Abstract

The current study aims to examine the developmental role of common services councils in
the West Bank in addition to its role in strengthening local government units as well as
obstacles and impediments, where the Joint Boards backbone of the services provided to
citizens in all fields of economic, social, health and education.

The Joint Boards provide services in all governorates of the West Bank and Gaza Strip,
including the most sensitive areas of Palestine, Jerusalem is the capital, providing services
to the Joint Boards nearly two and a half million Palestinians through 550 local units in an
umbrella including 86 joint councils of the Palestinian National Authority, including the
Ministry of Local government in accordance with legal powers to oversee the
administrative and financial, legal and technical local bodies.

The study of community stakeholders and decision makers, heads of engineers and
accountants and managers and executives of the Boards of common services in the West
Bank, where the number of respondents, nearly 108 researchees. The study consisted tools
of the questionnaire and interview, been introduced to computer data, statistically treated
by the statistical program packages of Social Sciences (SPSS). The researcher reference to
previous studies and literature specialist in addition to a number of assumptions and
questions answered by the study to identify the point of view of respondents

The researcher followed the descriptive approach in its consideration of the experience of
the Palestinian Joint Boards in the West Bank. One of the results reached in this study was
to identify the developmental role of joint councils and the success of this experience in the
service of the Palestinian community and the empowerment of local government in
addition to stand in front of the successes and failures of the boards of common knowledge
and commitment of the extent to which these councils regulations and relevant laws.

The same study found it to identify the most salient constraints, whether those related to
the Israeli occupation or the lack of sources of funding necessary to bring about genuine
development in the community, able to study the diagnosis of the physical infrastructure
and human resources available to the Joint Boards

The study also showed a weakness in the nature of the way used to establish transparency
and accountability and oversight, as well as shed light on the relations of councils joint
activities involving the community in identifying needs, the study showed the contribution
of this experience in establishing the foundations of democracy and systematic
administrative work in decentralized local government system.

The study revealed the existence of corporate boards lack the basic elements of continuity
in the area, whether physical or human infrastructure, and the results of the study indicated
the absence of concrete attributed to the effects of demographic variables on respondents
answers



The number of recommendations emerged from the study by the researcher to contribute to
the promotion and development of the experience of councils and joint services included
the need to preserve the diversity of sources of funding, and joint development projects
with the private sector and the need to develop and amend laws and regulations in place to
reduce the ballooning number of local bodies through the merger, Joint Boards address the
situation where there is no potential for continuity in accordance with the Statute of the
joint councils, the establishment of a development fund for the community a special joint
council, in addition to the quantum leap to the joint councils across the mechanisms and
modern systems to allow direct elections for the joint councils ,within the geographical
scope within the purview of each joint council.

The study consisted of five chapters, so it consisted first chapter of the study and the
second chapter relevant theoretical literature and previous studies ,Chapter 111 has included
the study's methodology and procedures, Chapter 1V contains an analysis of the results of
the study (The role of joint councils in the West Bank in development and local
governance) and examine assumptions, in Chapter V findings, conclusions and
recommendations.
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