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The legal system of the owners’ association according to the Palestinian Floors,
Apartments and Shops Law No. (1) of 1996

Prepared By: Mohammad Mahmoud Hrebat
Supervisor: Dr. Ahmad Switey.

Abstract:

This study addressed the topic of the legal framework of the Owners' Association under the
Palestinian Apartments, Floors, and Shops Law No. (1) of 1996. The analytical descriptive
approach was adopted in this study. The research problem centered around the extent to which
the Palestinian legislator comprehensively regulated the Owners' Association system and its
operational mechanisms under the said law.

The study provided an answer to this research problem, concluding that there were
shortcomings in several aspects related to the Owners' Association system that were not
addressed by the Palestinian Apartments, Floors, and Shops Law No. (1) of 1996. The study
also presented recommendations to resolve these shortcomings.

The researcher divided the study into two chapters. The first chapter was titled "The Concept
of the Owners' Association and the Procedures for Managing the Common Parts" and was
divided into two sections.

The first section clarified the definition of the Owners' Association and its legal nature, then
addressed the Association's obligations towards the property and the common parts.

The second section dealt with the establishment and dissolution of the Owners' Association, as
well as the extent of its powers.

The second chapter, titled "The Components of the Owners' Association for Managing the
Common Parts and the Rights and Obligations of Owners Over the Property," was also divided
into two sections.

The first section addressed the components of the Association that assist and represent it in
managing the property, namely the General Assembly and the Association Manager (or
Association Commissioner).

This section also explained the powers of both the General Assembly and the Association
Manager. The second section discussed the rights and obligations of the owners of floors or
apartments regarding the common and private parts, along with the restrictions imposed on
these rights by Palestinian law.

At the conclusion of the study, several findings were reached, the most prominent of which was
that the legislator overlooked many aspects related to the Owners' Association system.

One of the most critical omissions was the regulation of the General Assembly meetings; the
Palestinian law did not specify the stages of calling for a meeting, who should receive the call,
where the meeting should be held, or the topics to be discussed. None of these procedural
details were organized under the Palestinian Apartments, Floors, and Shops Law.

Accordingly, the researcher proposed several recommendations, including that the legislator
should specify the stages and mechanisms for calling and holding a General Assembly meeting
through an amendment to the Palestinian Apartments, Floors, and Shops Law No. (1) of 1996.
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