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The practices of witchcraft and sorcery and the forms of crimes resulting
from them from the perspective of employees in the Palestinian police
force in the West Bank governorates.

Prepared by: Amal Khaleel Mohamad Jobeh

Supervisor: Dr. Isam Al-Atrash

Abstract:
This study investigates the phenomenon of witchcraft and sorcery and the crimes

associated with them from the perspective of Palestinian police officers in the West Bank
governorates. The research was conducted in light of the growing prevalence of this
phenomenon and its negative implications for community security.

The study aimed to explore the extent to which witchcraft and sorcery are practiced,
identify the types of related crimes, and examine the psychological, social, and economic
motives driving individuals to seek the services of sorcerers and spiritual practitioners. It
also sought to assess the effectiveness of the Palestinian legal framework in addressing this
issue by evaluating police officers' perceptions of the adequacy of the current legal
penalties.

The significance of the study lies in its focus on a complex socio-legal issue that
directly threatens social stability and is often linked to crimes such as fraud, extortion,
physical assault, and sexual abuse—yet remains underexplored in academic research. The
study adopted a descriptive methodology combining both quantitative and qualitative
approaches. A purposive sample of 101 police officers completed a structured
questionnaire, and semi-structured interviews were conducted with six professionals,
including social workers, psychologists, and spiritual healers, to enrich the qualitative
analysis.

The findings revealed that witchcraft and sorcery are perceived as widespread
practices in the West Bank, with a high mean score of 3.91. The motivations for turning to
such practices were also reported as high (mean score of 3.83), driven by psychological,
social, and economic factors. The most prominent crimes associated with these practices
were identified as fraud, theft, financial extortion, violation of personal sanctity, physical
assault, and sexual harassment. The study also indicated that the legal penalties related to
witchcraft and sorcery under Palestinian law were perceived as moderately effective.



Statistically significant differences in responses were found only in relation to police rank,
with no significant differences based on gender, experience, or job role.

The study recommends developing specialized training programs for police officers to
strengthen their capacity to detect and combat crimes related to witchcraft and sorcery. It
also emphasizes the importance of enhancing cooperation between the police, academic
institutions, and civil society organizations. Furthermore, it calls for amendments to
Palestinian legislation to include clear and explicit provisions within the Penal Code that
criminalize acts of witchcraft and sorcery in a more effective and deterrent manner.
Keywords: witchcraft, sorcery, Palestinian police, Palestinian law, resulting crimes, fraud
and deception, extortion.
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