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""The architectural activity in the endowment buildings in the city of

Jerusalem According to the Islamic Court record No. 156”

Perpared by: Maha Waleed Abdalrahman Kanaan

Supervisor: Dr. Yusufs. Natsheh

Abstract

The subject of this thesis which entitled: "The architectural activity in the endowment
buildings in the city of Jerusalem According to the Islamic Court record No. 156"« acquires
a special significance« being includes documented information and rare data barely founds
by a researcher in the historical references¢< and because the subject deals with issues
related to the restoration and maintenance of a set of public buildings that dedicated to the
interests of society in Jerusalem in the period between the year 1068-1070h / 1658-1660.
This period focuses on a limited time extends for about two years« in which many of the
social« economic and Architectural activity were recorded¢« which helps to shed lights on
the conditions and the systems of Jerusalem’s residents in this period.

In addition to the above mentioned: the research helps in tracking the types and conditions
of many public buildings such as schools< mosques« Sufi institutions« and some residential
units. It also detects the architectural and engineering problems that hit the buildings< and
what methods have been used to treat them« in order to ensure the safety of the buildings
and secure their continued role to help the community in the development and
sustainability.

The study consists of 158 pagesc made of four chaptersc followed by findings«
recommendations< with an appendix contains various texts of documents about the
maintenance and repairs« photographs of some of these documents« and a list of references
and sources of the study.

The first chapter is devoted to explain the motivations and reasons for choosing this study:«
its importance and objectives¢ and to the methodology followed in the research with a
focus on the limits of time and space of the study.

The second chapter deals with an overview of the contents of the record “sijil” (156)¢ -the
subject of research- in terms of its description«< contents« lists of the titles of multiple

positions religious and civic« and the subjects of its different documents.



The third chapter cares to give a brief overview of the various buildings that their
restoration and maintenance have been in the records such as schools¢ Sufi foundationss
ribats¢ and water installations. This includes mentioning their locations« different names:
endowments:« and refers to the most prominent references that reported them.

The fourth chapter concentrates in reading the text of the documents to be able to analyze
and identify the procedures that were followed in order to complete the process of
maintenance and restoration of the endowment buildings that were in a bad need of
restoration« whether it is total or partial repaired. It seems that most of the problems and
aspects of deterioration were due to the passing of time and the lack of regular
maintenance programs¢ in addition to other factors such as weathering. Obviously« the
studies demonstrate that the process of restoration is linked to the legitimate role of the
judge and the judiciary in the Islamic court in Jerusalem directly¢ in addition to the
methods of funding« management« maintenance. The role of the inspection committee« the
master builders«< workers« and the buildings materials were addressed also at this chapter.
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