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Abstract  

Palestinian refugees live the longest case of asylum among history. Now they form the 

largest segment of refugees and displaced people on the planet. The number of Palestinians 

forcibly displaced from their homes and their hometowns is more than 7 million refugees. 

This percentage represents 66% of the total number of Palestinian. 

The migration of large numbers of Palestinian people end up by serious and persistent 

violations of the of Palestinian refugees rights. They are left vulnerable to the conditions of 

squalor either on the borders of Palestine or abroad. As a result many prompt of the 

international community established a special system to provide assistance and protection 

for Palestinian refugees. 

The ultimate objective of international protection is the lasting and satisfactory solution for 

the refugee. Where as the ultimate goal is to ensure the right to return to their homes of 

origin, the integration into the community of residence, or resettlement in another country, 

in cases where the safe return to their homes of origin is impossible. 

The general framework of international protection base on the Convention relating to the 

Status of Refugees of 1951, the Protocol on the Status of Refugees of 1967, and the Statute 

of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), that delegate the High 

Commissioner of the United Nations for Refugees (UNHCR) for several issues to 

supervise the framework determined by the mentioned Convention. 

Hereby the protection of refugees and displaced people is mentioned in the regional 

conventions, international human rights law, National legislation, International 

humanitarian law, UN conventions on statelessness, the Guiding Principles on Internal 

Displacement, the resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly, and the resolutions 

of the Executive Committee of the High Commissioner of the United Nations for refugees 

(UNHCR).  

This study mainly focuses on the Refugee Convention of 1951, In particular the text of 

Article 1 (a), which defined the term refugee. It shows cases of the recognition of the 
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Palestinian refugees as refugee.  It also focuses on the text of Article 1 D of the Convention 

and the interpretations of this article, its applications to determine the terms of the 

applicability of this Convention to the Palestinian refugees, the entity responsible for 

providing protection to them, and the consequences of the enjoyment of the right provided 

by this agreement, including rights and benefits. 

This study aims to highlight the position of international law on the protection of 

Palestinian refugees, as well as the statement of the different interpretations of Article 1D 

of the Refugee Convention of 1951, and the scope of the effective protection of Palestinian 

refugees in cases of secondary displacement. 

The study follows the descriptive analytical approach through the different interpretations 

of the provisions of Article 1D of the 1951 Convention. 

 The main recommendations that the study concluded is summarized by the deficiencies 

evident in the provision of protection for Palestinian refugees. In addition to the 

deficiencies of the work provided to reach a lasting solution to the issue of Palestinian 

refugees mechanisms, which caused and continues to cause great violations of the most 

basic human rights of the Palestinian refugees. 
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