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Perception of fear of crime
A field study on householders in the city of Nablus

Prepared by: Mohammad Jitan

Supervisor: Dr Sohail Hassanein

Abstract:

This study aimed at examining the degree of fear of crime for households in Nablus city in
the West Bank, Palestine. It tested the differences in the degrees of fear of crime which are
attributed to demographic variables, including: gender, age, and place of residence; and
social variables, including: educational level, type of dwelling, income, nature of work,
degree of religiousness, presence of vulnerable members in the family, experience of
victims in their exposure to a criminal action, and the type of crimes. In addition, the effect
of social support for personnel inside the neighborhood was examined, as well as the social
environment variable, and the effect of the neighborhood on the degree of fear of crime.

The sample was formed of 804 households, distributed over various neighborhoods of
Nablus city. The questionnaire method was used for the purpose of research, as were
appropriate statistical methods. The study used the analytical descriptive method, as it best
fits its goals.

The results showed the existence of a medium fear degree that increases among females
rather than the males, and increases when the educational level and income increase. Fear
of crime decreases with an increase in age and degree of religiousness. There was an effect
on the degree of fearfulness pertaining to the experience of friends as victims, and the
existence of vulnerable members, such as children, the awareness of risk, and the fear of
exposure to criminal acts. Furthermore, there was no effect of the region or kind of housing
on fear of crime, whereas the effect of the social environment was weak. However, the
formal and informal social support in general was nil and void. When dealing with the two
kinds of social support separately, the informal support affected the degree of fear of
crime.

This study concludes with recommendations at several levels: concerning social policy, on
the formal level, on the level of social control, on the media level, on the scientific level of
research, and on the communal, informal level.
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aeiaal) Gl s 5 faas ol fial s 1Y
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Co8 sa Lo lgias adll e v A S uedt a Lo Lehad te gt A pal)
—D 5 1850 ale amy F e alal) oA (e J5¥) Caail) Ay Jin cJLad ) die 0l 50
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zliady AalSa Ll 5S¢ Jumdl il daxil (5 50 Aind) 380 pall of AasSal) (e BaSl) g
@l >V ¢daiul of (Ferraro & Lagrange, 1987) a3 ,e¥ 5 5l 5 s - oS 2¢al
(Crewe, 5—S 5 s -obia Juadl tiny A jal) (e 53 da o Gl Joa i) A glad]
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(Jackson, 2005; 33 se bl jo il daall (e adll (uld 85 i) e 25l

aeall Ll saaetie uulie hagic) a8 Karakus et al., 2010; Kullberg et al., 2009)

elle e dy agare o tadieay o Jall Gl b dddle Hhed a8 Al 5 Ay jall e
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Aoy al) (e LAY £ gdaga Jolii Azaal 6.2

Cun clend Lo all o Apaal ST daall o Casal g g ge Al 3 oiald) Giany ey
(Crewe, as dm log a5 U L G yall e Gl V) coailss 8 day all CVaaa
.2005)

il ) s 8 3 50 sasia) al¥ 5 8 a3 el o (Mauer, 2001) ) sile 5S35
s i aiee Raall e sl G Y) Sy e el A

Vo Las a5 8 el e S0 Lgie jlual W all of (Skogan, 1977) ols Su Jsiss
(Weinrath, Clarke & (5,15 &y lad 5. il sall 5] ol Gy ¢l
G s A1) V) S S a5 1S el 5 10 8 dey all <N aea of Forde, 2007)
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b omelaa¥) il 5 cpaalidl 205 S Gl e 4l W ddie a5 danland) opialld
e 4 (Lee, 2007) A S58 .(Crewe, 2005) haball 5 s i) 5 bl aua g
st 1a ) Fie L JS 20 3oy pal) (e hsall ¢ suin s el cipalall Ay Y1 258 (520
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Sl s eaall e Al bl L Cus (e bsle adiaal) il el 1Y)
WDy 8 puSall g 5 55 ¢S pla 3l andl 55 ) sl

oy aal § Jasl ool gpienad Ui Cua e Lelaial aainall oyl )
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(Routine Activity Theory — Felson & Cohen, 1979)
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5o laliial oy A il AisVL Sl g ) il i el s el 5 ¢l
22
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O—e ¢ onxdll 138 &l ydise (e ez ) (Felson & Cohen, 1979) (o S5 ool i
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