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The Extent of Including Disability Terminology and Types in Christian

Education Textbooks

Prepared by: Abeer Hani Nicola Khair

Supervised by: Dr. Ameera Reemawi

Abstract

This study aims to find out the extent of including disability terms in the textbooks of
Christian education, as well as the extent of the correlation between the terms derived
from the Bible pertaining to disabled people and those currently used by the textbooks of
the Elementary classes. To achieve these goals and to answer the questions of the
study, the researcher applied content analysis approach. The researcher used the type of
disability, the lexical item, and the subject matter as the items for analysis. She, further,
designed a framework for the purpose of content analysis and applied it in analyzing the
content of Christian education textbooks adopted by the Palestinian schools in the
Elementary classes — grades one to ten. The validity and reliability of the study tool were
tested by a number of specialized and qualified referees in the field of education and
pedagogy, Christianity clerks, and the committee in charge for designing and developing
Christian education textbooks. The researcher also tested reliability at the personal and
interpersonal levels. Data were collected and processed through calculating the

frequencies and means for each item of the study questions.

The study shows that seventh and eighth grade textbooks came in the first place in terms
of covering the different disability conditions, then came the fourth grade, followed by the
tenth grade and finally the first and second grades. And, it was found out that the study
variable of “how much were the disabled covered in the textbooks” came in the first place
in comparison to other variables. The physical disability item was covered by the

Christian education textbooks, followed by impaired vision and hearing. The disability



cases, regardless of gender, came in the first place, followed by those attributed to of
gender. The study also shows that the highly recurred cases of disability in the textbooks
were negative, followed by neutral cases, and there were no positive cases. The study
also shows that including disability issue in Christian education textbooks of the primary
stage came in the first place compared with how it was covered by other aspects,
including evaluation, pictures, activities, topic, and objectives. It is also clear that the texts
derived from the Bible which directly make mention of disability came in the first place in

comparison with those texts of the Bible indirectly make mention of disability cases.

Pertaining to the question regarding the extent of correlation between the disability terms
derived from the Bible and those already used in the textbooks of the primary stage, the
study shows that the disability terms included in the textbooks came in the first place,
followed by those terms derived from the Bible, whereby the physical disability terms
derived from the Bible came in the first place, followed by those pertaining indefinite
disabilities, and then came the terms pertaining to impaired vision and hearing. The
study, further, shows that the terms pertaining to indefinite disabilities came in the first

place, compared to the terms of physical, hearing and mental disabilities.

Based on these results, the researcher recommends those in charge of curricula

development should adhere to terms articulated by international treaties, and avoid

describing the disabled as totally dependent people.
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