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Powers of Land and Water Settlement Officer

Prepared by: Anas Nafeth Abdelghaffar Yaghmour

Supervisor: Prof. Othman Takruri

Abstract
This study sheds light on the powers of Land and Water Settlement Officer

under Law No. 40 of 1952, which is considered the subject of research in
the Northern Governorates, especially since this law is the law applied in
these governorates, with reference to the rule of Law No. 80 of the year
1928 in force in the Southern Governorates in some cases for the purpose
of comparison whenever necessary to enrich the research, as the Settlement

Officer is the first and foremost hand in the settlement process.

The study examined the powers of the Settlement Officer in terms of the
applicable law and the practical reality on the ground. It highlighted these
powers and their importance in terms of practicality and scope in the

practical and legal reality.

One of the most important conclusions of this study is that most of the
Settlement Officer’s work pertinent to his powers is nothing more than

recommendations to the Chairman of the Settlement Commission

The most important justification of this study is that there is no previous
studies or judgments based on sound scientific basis, which makes it
necessary to research this area to arrive to clear and practical judgments, to

highlight the shortcomings in the existing legislation and to come up with



amendments and interpretations in line with the existing text and practical
necessities. The research followed the analytical descriptive approach
through the analysis of the texts governing the issue and its application on

the ground.

The most important results are that most of the work of the settlement
commissioner in relation to his powers is nothing more than a
recommendation to the Chairman of the Settlement Authority. Also, The
Guide to Unified Procedures guarantees certain procedures that are to be
followed but that are not sufficient. Furthermore, the procedure of hearing
of witnesses without the knowledge of litigants and without sworn oath is

contrary to the concept of witnesses hearing.

Another important result of the study is that the existing applicable Law
have to be modified and developed to conform with the practical reality
and to keep pace with the legal requirements of the work of the Settlement

Officer in order to enable him to make sound and valid decisions.
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