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Application of new agricultural practices by greenhouses farmers in
Jenin and Tulkarem area

Abstract

The study aimed at measuring the status of applying new agricultural practices by
farmers of greenhouses in Jenin and Tulkaram, through the identification of the factors
that may impact their application, a questionnaire was designed for the purpose to
collect data and reach the intended results.

The study was conducted in Jenin and Tulkarem that have the same farming
characteristics, the research population consists of 2300 farmers of greenhouses, 10%
of the population (230 farmer) was selected randomly as the target group of the study,
the questionnaire was revised and investigated by specialists and the reliability
coefficient was 0,85.

The data was statistically analyzed using the SPSS program. The percentage, mean,
and standard deviation were calculated both ANOVA and T-test was conducted to
compare means based on a normality test.

Results exhibit that there was significant variation in farmer's application of the new
agricultural practices. Some farmers tend to apply the new methods once they are
identified , while others may bide to notice the results, or may not use them at all.

The study indicated various sources of agricultural practices. The formal extention was
considered as most effective while exhibition and visits to research stations were the
less effective to obtain information about new farming methods, the research study also
demonstrate a variation in farmer's application of the conventional farming practices.
Some practices were applied by 96% of farmers while others were only used by 66% of
them, the study reveals a noticeable difference in applying the new agricultural
practices as well 98% of farmers prefer to buy seedlings from reliable sources , 44%
may analyze the soil before applying fertilizers, 84 % use soil solarization, 90%
emphasize the necessity of formal extension before applying agrichemicals, and 80%
use insect trapsin their greenhouses.

The research study showed no significant between application of agricultural practices
and independent variables such as, age, number of individuals in the family, level of
farmer's education and type of farming ownership. The stud also indicates that there is
no correlation between applying new practices and the farmer's dedication to farming.

Finally, the study recommends to activate all sources which provide farmers with new
farming methods particularly, the formal extension as it links the farmer with research
stations. The study also reinforces the role of pilot farmers, and necessitates raising
their awareness through periodicals, lectures, and relevant orientation programs.
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