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Reviewing the role of the Arab fund for the economic and social
development in Palestine

Prepared by Basel Fahed Abu Al-Haj
Supervised by: Dr. Abd Al-Rahman Al-Tamimi

Abstract

The study aims at identifying the support by the Arab fund for economic and social
development whether it comes within the Palestinian development plans or it has other
objectives. It also aims at identifying the extent of usefulness of the implemented projects
and its fulfillment to the fund aims in addition to identify the economic and the social
effects in the supported sectors.

The importance and the justifications of the study are that they enable the Palestinian
decision makers to be familiar with the usefulness of the projects that are supported and
implemented by the fund. Furthermore, the fund is considered one of the most prominent
supporters to the Palestinian people since it is based on offering unconditioned aids and
gifts mainly after 2001. The fund forms 60.1% of the total support compared with the
other Arab committees and the OPEC fund.

The place limitation of the study is the state of Palestine. The time limitation is from the
year of 2001-2013. The human limitation is divided into three parts: the Palestinian
government, the Arab fund for economic and social development, the executer and the
beneficiaries of projects.

The researcher relies on the qualitative research method in the study because of the private
case of the targeted sample. The data collection is carried out by interviewing and
reviewing the reports and the case study so as to attach and analyze the data.

The study sample is divided into three pivots: the Arab fund to recognize its efficiency
inside Palestine, the Palestinian government to recognize the extent of support
appropriateness with the national interest and the Palestinian development plans, and
finally the executers and the beneficiaries of the funded projects according to their sectors
to recognize the usefulness of the projects and whether they fulfill the required goals and
the fund objectives.

The study comes to many conclusions, the most prominent conclusion is that the Arab
fund doesn’t have any political agenda. Moreover, the Arab fund support doesn’t have
any conditions out of the required technical terms to implement the project and that it
harmonizes with the Palestinian development plans. The support of the fund also scores a



positive effect on the economic and social development in Palestine. Also, dealing with
the Arab fund regarding the procedures is the easiest in expending the gifts and filling the
reports. Meanwhile, some beneficiaries suffer from the difficulty of keeping with the fund
through the implementation of the project.
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