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Reality of the professionalism of Journalism in Covering the Issue of
Social Security in Palestine: Comparative Study of the Rhetoric of “Al-

Hayat Aljadeeda” and “Al-Ayyam” Palestinian Newspapers

Prepared by Majid Abdallah Isaid
Supervisor: Dr. Walid Shurafa

Abstract:

This study aims to identify the degree of commitment of “Al Hayat Al-
Jadida” and “Al-Ayam” newspapers (not the websites) to professional
journalism and to the ethics of professional journalism when covering the
case of social security accompanied by the reactions and public protests from
the private and non-governmental sectors in Palestine. The study has
identified the individual dates of the time period between 1st/11/2018-
31/12/2018 during which emphasis will be placed on the analysis.

For the purpose of this study, the researcher used content analysis tool. As for
the study population, “Al-Hayat” and “Al-Ayam” newspapers were chosen.
The researcher analyzed the content of what was published in these two
newspapers which represents the study sample during the mentioned period of
time. This was done by conducting a comprehensive survey of that period and
of what they provided of follow-up news, articles and journalistic materials in
order to discover to what extent they were close or far from professional
journalism through repetition style which appeared in units and categories.
Furthermore, analytical measurement tools were used on levels of case,
subject, and form, and here, in the two newspapers speech the researcher
meant of the title the final outputs of the journalistic forms, titles, photos and
standout techniques not the deep and Philosophical meanings for the speech
theories.

The study was divided into five chapters. The first chapter discusses the
problem of the study, the importance of the study, the aims of the study, and
the questions of the study.



As for the second chapter, it addressed the theoretical frame and previous
related study. It touched upon the definition and concepts of journalism, press,
and professional journalism and its norms, in addition to social security.

The third chapter dealt with the methodological framework of the study. It
referred to the methodology of the study and its tools. This study is a
descriptive study which uses content analysis as an analysis tool. The study
population includes journalistic materials published in “Al-Hayat Al-Jadida”
and “Al-Ayam” including news, reports, investigations, articles and other
forms of journalism especially the ones related to social security. When it
came to the regular random sample, it was selected through collecting
journalistic materials related to social security that were published in ““Al-
Hayat Al-Jadida” and “Al-Ayam” newspapers during the individual dates of
the time period between 1st/ 11/2018-31/12/2018. In addition, it included the
spatial and temporal limits of the study represented in these two newspapers
and the time period specified in the study.

The results of the study have shown a disparity in the interests of “Al-Hayat
Al-Jadida” and “Al-Ayam” when it comes to publishing journalistic materials
related to cases of social security in terms of the number of published
materials in the specified time period, seven materials published in Al-Hayat
and twenty five in Al-Ayam. Also, there was a disparity in the subjects that
received more attention.

One of the most important conclusions reached was that “Al-Hayat Al-
Jadida” Newspaper did not provide enough attention to the case of social
security as much as “Al-Ayam” has provided. Moreover, the coverage of “Al-
Hayat” was mainly in favor of the government and its supportive parties. As
for Al-Ayam, its coverage was king of more balanced in presenting
journalistic materials related to the case of social security, but also it has
neglected other sides which considers an absences of the journalistic
profession.

Finally, the study reached the following conclusions: the importance of
adopting a code of journalism conduct that is formed by journalists’ syndicate
so that it becomes the basis of journalistic institutions’ work. Furthermore,
more attention is needed from Palestinians’ press towards the investigation
that were missed by the two newspapers, especially in such cases that are in
the interest the Palestinian public. In addition, the financial independent is



necessary for journalistic institutions in order to have freedom of expression
and independency of opinion.
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