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The Palestinian-Chinese relations from (1949-2013)

Student name: Mohammed A.M. Halis
Supervisor: Dr. Ahmed Fares Odeh

Abstract:

The study aimed at identifying the Palestinian —Chinese relations from the very beginning
and through its various stages particularly after PNA after its establishment of the
Palestinian National Authority in 1994. It also identified the specifications of the Chinese
foreign policy towards the Palestinian issue and the peace process. To achieve its goals, the
study adopted the historical and the descriptive method.

The Palestinian-Chinese relations witnessed the support of the Chinese leadership towards
the Palestinian issue from the sixth decade of the last century in spite of its multiple
attitudes attached with its national and strategic interests in the region in the Middle East in
public and the Arab-Israeli conflict in particular.

The researcher conducted this study at Al-Quds University in the department of the Asian
Studies / the Regional Studies Institute during the first semester of 2013-2014. The study
dealt with the Palestinian-Chinese relations during 1949-2013. The justification of the
study stemmed from the observed development that took place in the Republic of China in
regard to the internal economic level and the external level related with its international
relations with other countries and its reflection on the Palestinian-Chinese relations.

The study raised the following question: how was the Palestinian—Chinese relations
influenced by the internal changes and the external international relations of China? The
relations were discussed according to the regional and international circumstances in each
stage of its development. Moreover, the study discussed specifications of the Chinese
foreign policy towards the Palestinian issue and the relations between the Palestinian
National Authority and China after Oslo Accord compared with the Chinese—Israeli
relations.

The study came to the following conclusions; the Palestinian — Chinese ties was strong and
firm, China supported the Palestinian issue in accordance with the international
resolutions, the relations with PNA was negatively affected after the improvement of the
Chinese-American and the Chinese—Israeli relations. In addition, the pragmatic
methodology in the Chinese policy made it concentrate on the national interest rather than
on its ideology and minimized the American and the Israeli criticism. A change in the
Chinese policy towards the Palestinian issue was also observed particularly after the Arab
Spring. Such a change was classified within the program change in the foreign policy
according to Charles Herman’s classification.
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