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International Legal Protection of Persons with Disabilities During Armed Conflicts and Its
Applications in the Case of the 2023 War on the Gaza Strip

Prepared by: Islam Sagr Mohammed Al-Talahmeh

Supervised by: Najah Dagmaq

Abstract:

This study addresses the grave violations faced by persons with disabilities in the Gaza
Strip amid the ongoing Israeli aggression since October 7, 2023, which has caused
devastating humanitarian consequences affecting all segments of the civilian population,
with heightened suffering among the most vulnerable groups, particularly persons with
disabilities. The study is grounded in the legal framework established by the rules of
international humanitarian law and relevant international conventions, foremost among
them the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, the First Additional Protocol of 1977, and
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of 2006, in addition to United
Nations resolutions, including Security Council Resolution No. 2475 of 2019.

The main research problem revolves around the question: “Do Israeli practices in the Gaza
Strip comply with international obligations concerning the rights of persons with
disabilities during armed conflicts?”” This is particularly pertinent in light of the forced
displacement, targeting of critical facilities, denial of evacuation and care, and absence of
accessibility arrangements faced by persons with disabilities, which reveal a dual failure in
both legal and humanitarian protection.

The researcher adopted a descriptive-analytical approach and, through analysis of
international legal texts and field data, concluded that persons with disabilities enjoy
double protection in armed conflicts: as civilians under international humanitarian law, and
as a vulnerable group under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of
2006, making the protection of their rights an international legal obligation rather than
merely a moral duty. Armed conflicts disproportionately affect persons with disabilities, as
the case analysis in the Gaza Strip revealed systematic violations, including the loss of safe
environments, destruction of facilities, and deprivation of essential services, highlighting a
significant gap between international obligations and actual practices.

Based on these findings, the study recommends urgent and effective action by the
international community to ensure the protection of persons with disabilities and safe
access to humanitarian and medical assistance, in accordance with the obligations of the
Fourth Geneva Convention and relevant Security Council resolutions. The study also
recommends activating the principle of universal jurisdiction as an alternative mechanism
to hold perpetrators of war crimes and crimes against humanity accountable, thereby
strengthening international justice and providing effective remedies to victims despite the
challenges facing the International Criminal Court.

The study is divided into two chapters. The first chapter addresses the theoretical
framework for the protection of persons with disabilities under international humanitarian
law and human rights law. It is divided into two sections: the first discusses the conceptual
and legal foundations of the rights of persons with disabilities under international law,



while the second examines the international legal framework regulating their protection.
The second chapter highlights the grave violations of the rights of persons with disabilities
in the occupied Gaza Strip. It is also divided into two sections: the first addresses Israeli
crimes against persons with disabilities in Gaza, and the second examines the systematic
destruction of infrastructure and health and social facilities dedicated to persons with
disabilities.
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