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Development needs of the rural population in the western province of
Bethlehem: reality and challenges

Abstract

This study was implemented during the period May 2009 and June 2010 which represented
the inhabitants of the western villages in Bethlehem Directorate (Battir, Husan, Nahaleen,
Wadi Foukin). The sample included 2.2% of the whole population and it was chosen ran-
domly. The study probes the development needs of the inhabitants of the western villages
in the areas of health, education, infrastructure, agriculture, social services and the avail-
able resources and the sources that could fulfill and achieve those needs.

The study focused on the descriptive and qualitative approach which depends on collecting
data which is suitable for the study as the researcher. Did many literature review as well as
conducting interviews with people concerned from local councils whom which the ques-
tionnaire was developed accordingly. The questionnaire was distributed among five areas
and it depended on Likert scale of answers and the data was analyzed through SPSS and
Excel programs.

The results have shown that the most important areas were in the agricultural area which
represented (3.78), then comes the infrastructure which represented (3.57), education
(3.56), then came the social services (3.56), and the last area of importance is the health
sector which represented (3.50). However, the most important level for each sector were:
the need to make roads to reach the lands in the agricultural sector with a rate of (4.30) ,
the need to construct sewage networks in the sector of infrastructure with a rate of (4.32),
the need to add supporting facilities in the educational sector with a rate of 4.24 and the
need to construct socio cultural centers (3.93), and the last is the need for

Ambulances (4.18), in the health sector.

The most important obstacles that impede the fulfillment of development needs in these
villages are: the apartheid wall (4.52), Israeli confiscation of lands (4.50), the lack of offi-
cial interest in financing the projects in the area (3.91).

The results also show that most important resources available, which can help to meet the
development needs, are: the community desire for change (4.22) and the presence well
educated youth (4.20), and the community possession of expertise with an average of
(3.90).

The most important actors, which is expected to have a role in helping to meet the devel-
opment need in area, according to the respondents are: foreign donations from donor coun-
tries and international institutions, humanitarian and non-governmental organizations, and
United Nations organizations, with averages of 3.36, 3.30, and 3.28, respectively.

In the light of the results mentioned above, the study recommends that the agricultural sec-
tor should be activated as most of the areas are lands suitable for agriculture, as well as
constructing roads to reach those lands and work in cultivating them, as well as defend the
lands which are endangered from the Israelis, it is also essential that work should be done
to improve the level of health services through improving the status of health centers ac-
cording to the inhabitants needs, as well as enhancing the level of schools to be compatible



with the increase in the number of students to enhance the level of education, it is also im-
portant to improve the infrastructure by constructing sewage networks as well as enhancing
the role of local institutions to work to fulfill the needs of the inhabitants, and to achieve
this there should be campaigns to raise awareness of the importance of elections so that
people are more capable to choose candidates who are able to implement development
programs according to their needs.
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