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Abstract

Nurturing and science education play a significant role in developing a positive attitude
toward the environment. Several researchers have shown that there is an important link
between environmental science education and environmental awareness and attitude.
According to this importance, the Ministry of Education and Higher education conducted
the first Palestinian Environment and Health curriculum for males only in the high basic
school in Gaza Strip and West Bank since the educational year 2001/2002.

The purpose of this study is to determine the level of environmental awareness and attitude
among students of class 9 in the governmental high basic school in Gaza city, and their
relationships with gender, residential area and grade of students' scores achievement at
school. Also, to investigate the relation between environmental awareness and attitude.
The researcher constructed a questionnaire composed of two sections, the first section was
to measure students' environmental awareness by applying multiple choice questions test,
and the second section was a tool to measure the attitudes of students' toward their
environment.

The study was applied in eight governmental high basic schools selected in a stratified
random way from four areas of Gaza city according to Gaza municipality distribution, with
four male schools and four female schools. The questionnaire was completed by 400
students of class 9 in the governmental high basic school children in Gaza city for the
educational year 2005 — 2006 with equal numbers of male and female students in the study
sample. SPSS (Statistical Package for Social Science) software version 11.5 was used to
process the data. The results indicated that the study students' have a relatively moderate
level of environmental awareness, with a mean score of 16.85 (total : 24 score) and

percentage of their environmental awareness level was 70.2%. While their positive
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attitude toward the environment was low with a mean of 19.30 scores (total: 30 score) with
a percentage of about 64.33%. There are significant differences in the level of
environmental awareness and attitude based on gender. One of the most interesting results
is that, males have a significantly higher environmental awareness than females, while
females have shown more positive attitude toward environment than males. In addition,
significant differences are found in the students' environmental awareness and attitude
based on students' place of residence favoring resident area, that the level of environmental
awareness and attitude among students of this area was higher than those of other three
areas in Gaza city (popular area, recent area and agricultural area). Also, significant
differences are found in the students' environmental awareness and attitude according to
grade of students' study achievement at school favoring students whose grades were higher
than 90 %, which indicates that there is a direct proportional relation between the level of
environmental awareness and attitude with students' grade. The results show that there is a
positive significant relationship between environmental awareness and attitude among the
study population. According to this result, it can be postulated that good background in
environmental knowledge could eventually lead to development of positive attitude toward
the environment. Therefore, it is important to enrich our students' background in
environmental knowledge and awareness, especially for the female students who do not
have the opportunity to learn about environment through environmental curriculum in their
school which was conducted on males only until the date of conducting this study. The
findings of this study may be useful it accentuate the importance of improving our
students' environmental awareness and attitude to insure protecting our Palestinian

environment from further deterioration.
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