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Palestinian Insurance Law 20/2005
Vehicle Insurance Provisions
Critical Study

Prepared by: Murad Daoud Khalil Abuhilal

Supervised by: Prof. Rafeq Abu Ayyash
Abstract

The study addresses vehicle insurance provisions set out in the Palestinian
Insurance Law 20/2005*, due to their magnitude in bringing justice and compensation to
road accident victims and securing them decent life conditions, especially in light of the
increased physical injuries as a result of road accidents.

The researcher has divided the study into an introduction chapter and two keys chapters,
which all compose this critical study for vehicle insurance provisions stipulated in the
Palestinian Insurance Law 20/2005.

The researcher discussed in introduction chapter the legislative foundation of vehicle
insurance in the Palestinian Insurance Law 20/2005, in terms of historical origin of laws
regulating vehicle insurance and compensations paid to road accidents victims. The
researcher also highlighted the civil violations law and its application prior to the military
orders regarding compensating road accident victims, with a brief about military orders and
respective amendments on vehicle insurance and road victims’ compensation (two
sections). Section three of the introduction chapter deals with the need to have a Palestinian
legislation to regulate vehicle insurance, especially following the transfer of insurance
powers and duties to the Palestinian National Authority as stated by Oslo Accords, and
after the enactment of the Palestinian Insurance Law 20/2005, all to give readers
information about the legislative foundation of the Palestinian Insurance Law 20/2005.

The researcher talked in the first chapter about legal provisions regulating road accident
compensations in the Palestinian Insurance Law 20/2005 (three sections). Section one

discussed provisions regulating compensations paid for physical injuries and deaths (two

! palestinian Insurance Law 20/2005, published in the official gazette, March 25th, 2006, issue sixty six.



themes), where the first theme talks about compensating temporary and permanent
disability, and the second theme is about compensation paid to dependants in case of their
breadwinner’s death. Section two discusses provisions regulating moral damage
compensations in two themes; compensation for moral damage to dependants in case of
breadwinner death, and compensation for moral damage to the injured.

The first chapter, section three, concludes by discussing urgent payments in two themes;
the first is about procedures and the second is about demand to amend urgent payments
decision.

The second chapter discusses cases excluded from compensation and validity of exclusion
in three sections; the first one deals with exclusions regarding individuals (two themes) and
exclusions regarding prejudice to insurance document conditions or absence of the
insurance document. Section two is about exclusions regarding nature of accidents, first
theme of which talks about loading/unloading, and the second theme discusses the vehicle
as an engineering tool at work places or as a subject of selling. The researcher concluded
the second chapter, section three, by talking about the road accident victims fund in two
themes; the first one is about compensations paid by the fund, and the second is about
financial claims asked from the party that caused the damage.

Finally, the study ended with key conclusions and recommendations reached by the

researcher throughout the course of this study.
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