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The Frankish decorative architectural pieces and spolia in al-Agsa
mosque building

Parepared by: Hassan IBraheem Bugeileh

Supervisor: Dr. Yousef Al-Natsheh

Abstract

The objective of this thesis is to study the Frankish decorative architectural pieces and
spolia in al-Agsa mosque building, during the Frankish period which is between 1099
- 1187 CE. The Frankish period is considered one of the most important periods
throughout al-Agsa mosque history, due to the many changes which occurred in the
function of al-Agsa building. Many additions were made to the building and
monuments inside it because of the Frankish conquest.

The study also focuses on identifying the Frankish pieces, their location, components,

purpose and their usage as spolia later in al-Agsa mosque building.

The historical descriptive approach and fieldwork are used in this study. Data was

collected from multiple sources; previous studies, historical resources and participant

observation.

. Data were collected from multiple sources: Previous Studies, historical resources
and participant observation.

The study is divided into four parts, an introduction and three chapters. The first
chapter entitled “Jerusalem before the Frankish Conquest”, studies the importance of
this city, the most notable events in its history and its importance and holiness in the
Islamic Rule before the Frankish conquest of it. The second chapter “Frankish
architectural works in Al-Aqsa Mosque”, studies the Frankish architectural works in
the mosque by explaining the Frankish architectural activities in Jerusalem in addition
to the functional and architectural modifications in Al-Agsa Mosque buildings. The
third chapter “Frankish Antiques and decorative pieces in Al-Agsa Mosque
architecture” is made as a catalogue for the Frankish pieces. Every piece is studied,
examined and classified.



The study finds that the Franks have worked really hard during their conquest on
showing the Frankish features in the buildings they built or reused, as Al-Agsa
Mosque buildings. Also they tried to remove some clear Islamic icons in Al-Agsa
Mosque and The dome of the Rock, for example, they hid the Central Mihrab in Al-
Agsa Mosque and they replaced the crescent on the dome with a big cross after they
convert the Dome of the Rock into a church. Al-Agsa Mosque was divided into two
parts; the first was the headquarters of the Knights Templar and the other for the king.
The Knights Templar extended the mosque to the east and west and used this space as
armory and a storehouse; also they reconstructed subterranean vaults to serve as
stables.

The study finds that there are some Frankish pieces in Al-Agsa Mosque buildings
haven’t been studied, so this thesis takes this under consideration and works on
studying these pieces.

Through our study, it appeared that there are no Frankish building inside the Agsa
Mosque but it was a combination of the Frankish Pieces inside the Islamic building in
the Agsa Mosque from the Muslims during the Ayyubid period.
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