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The American foreign policy toward political Islamic movements in the

period of Arab spring revolutions
prepared by: mohanad Hassan Ibrahem shakarnah
supervisor: dr. Ahmed Abu daia

Abstract:

This study aims to define the American foreign policy toward Islamic
movements during Arab spring revolutions. It also aims to identify and
analyze the determinates and goals of the American policy toward the Arab
region, in general, and political Islam movements in particular. Descriptive
and qualitative approaches have been used to explore attitudes of the united
states toward political Islamic movements. The study also discussed the
internal and external influences on American policy and looks at how the role
of formal and informal organization that inform American foreign policy

towards the Arab region.

The study find out that the American policy determinates toward political
Islam movements after the Arab spring have been discussed analytically in
terms of the American goals, the foreign policy strategies and approaches
toward political Islamic movements. This involved looking at the contribution
of various parties including the presidency, ministry of foreign affairs,

ministry of defense and Congress.

The study suggests that the USA insufficiently funds Arab spring countries.
Some researchers suggest that doing so strengthen the relationships with the
new regimes and help to minimize the consecutive crises which impede the

democratic transformation process in the Middle East.

Also the United States used two tools of political support and dialogue with

the movements of political Islam and sought to understand and know the



nature of the Islamic movements. It has grouped them into categories to make
it easier to deal with, to facilitate the inclusion of her supporters, and to

improve its image in the Muslim world.

In addition the USA appears to have benefited from its experience within
Islamic countries such as Afghanistan and Irag. In these cases, strategies of
containments policy were used alongside political dialogue to affect change.
In both these contexts, there was no explicit position taken on the nature of

the political Islamic movements.

And the United States supported the Islamic movements that have taken some
of the Western principles, such as freedom of opinion and expression,
multiparty and democracy. As the US policy towards the Arab region
analysis, it is necessary to take into account the link between many factors
and influences. First, whether stemming from the Rules of Procedure of
factors inside the United States (interest groups, media and public opinion) or
stems factors of the regional system in the Arab region with recent factors
connected with the nature of relations in the international system level. These
are all factors that affect the US policy toward political Islam movements in
the Arab region, with considering the possibility of the growing importance of

a factor in certain phases more than other factors.
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