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Abstract

This study was carried out on a study group constituted of political parties and
factions that make up the overall political coalitions and parties in the west bank,
Gaza Strip and Jerusalem. It included the duration extending from 1948 until 2005
and was executed in four courses.

In general, the study examines the influence of political parties over the Palestinian
work; especially in the developmental and social fields and this is done throughout a
random sample aiming at highlighting the importance of political parties’ work upon
the Palestinian developmental progress. Likewise, it aims at examining whether these
policies and programs adopted by Palestinian factions and parties are successful in the
developmental field. Also, the study inspects the positive or negative influence level
of Palestinian factions upon development.

The study is based upon a study problem that resulted in research questions which
were formed in accordance with the study problem and its justifications. The
researcher has noticed that there is an ambiguous relationship between the
development-related policies and programs of Palestinian parties and factions and the
developmental progress in Palestine and the progress in developmental and social
fields. The researcher has also noticed that this ambiguity in the relationship is based
upon ambiguous reasons which forced him to question the efficiency of parties’
policies and programs in the developmental work in Palestine.

The study employs the descriptive approach which uses the qualitative and quantative
methods since this approach is suitable for the purpose of this study. There were
interviews with 60 party officials who come from institutions belonging to the
different Palestinian parties and which are located in the north of the West Bank.
There were 30 interviews with party officials and another 30 interviews with
managers, vice managers or executive board members of those institutions which are
run, financed or affiliated to the parties representing the study group.

Additionally, there were interviews with numerous individuals experienced and
specialized in the subject of the study which also depended on other available
resources such as documents, records, publications of parties and related literature.

The study has concluded various findings. The Palestinian parties and factions adopt
political programs more than developmental ones and this is due to the unique
situation of Palestinians who are occupied and at the same time resisting occupation.
Besides, the Palestinian parties and factions don’t provide financial support nor do
they reinforce the external relationships to support local developmental projects.
Instead, each party or faction seeks financial aid to support their own interests.
Furthermore, they don’t adopt policies aiming at qualifying their members since the
decision-making is restricted to those who are influential leaders.

As well, there were some other important findings showing that the leadership of
these parties is of negative influence over the developmental programs. The only way
to obtain a positive and constructive influence over development is the national



dialogue, the agreement of factions and parties on unified developmental objectives
and the correct and comprehensive participation in developmental work in Palestine.

The study is concluded with a set of recommendations; the most important of which is
the reconstruction of organizational and administrative frames of Palestinian parties
and factions and holding national conferences, workshops and intensive symposiums
on a national scale. The purpose is to create a national culture which may rise above
the factional culture.

Also it was recommended that there should be training institutes providing parties’
young supporters with training on the importance of united work. Also, such values
need to be enhanced throughout courses in educational institutions. However, there
are still many recommendations which all lead to improving the level of factional
work to be involved in the general national work and to give the priority for best
interest of the country rather than prioritizing factional interests.



