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The association between maltreatment and academic performance
among Palestinian school children

Prepared by: Abdel-Qader Sefeldeen Abdelmonem Al-Kateb
Supervisor: Dr. Azmi Abu-AL-Soud
Abstract

The study aim was to investigate the relationship between early child abuse and school
academic achievement for grades 5-9 in Palestinian public and United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) schools. The researcher
used descriptive and analytical approaches for the purpose of his study. Data were
collected from a representative sample of Palestinian students (N=5713; 10-14 years of
age; grades 5-9) from 93 single-sex and 7co-ed schools in the West Bank and East
Jerusalem using an in class questionnaire administered by the Palestinian Authority or
(UNRWA). Questions pertained to involvement in maltreatment, and school academic
achievements. Results have shown that students who were victims of maltreatment were at
higher risk for poor academic performance compared to students who were victims of
maltreatment irrespective of grade, gender and school location or governance. Gender,
school location and school grade moderates negatively the association between
maltreatment and academic performance after controlling for the effects of socio-
demographic variables. The association between maltreatment and school academic
performance should be further examined and the Ministry of Education should hold
awareness and counseling workshops for psychologists and social workers in schools.

Students should be informed about their rights.
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