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The Metal Artifacts Discovered in Khirbat Shuwayka

(Archaeological Study)

Prepared by: Bishara Ghazaleh

Supervisor: Dr. Marwan Abu Khalaf

Abstract

This study dealt with the metal artifacts that were found in the excavations of
Khirbat Shuwayka, 12 km north of Jerusalem and 3 km south of Ramallah. These
metal artifacts reflect models of several techniques of metallurgy in the site of
Khirbat Shuwayka, from the mid-third century AD (late Roman and Byzantine
periods) until the second half of the eighth century AD (the Umayyad period until
the beginning of the Abbasid period). These metal items were obtained by 12
seasons of archaeological excavations “from 1996 until 2001; from 2003 until
2008; and season of 2(012". All the excavations were conduct by Al-Quds

University’s Higher Institute of Archaeology teams.

This study included identification, examination, and labeling of twenty—six pieces of
copper alloys and twenty-five pieces of iron metal, which were found in the
excavations of Khirbat Shuwayka. The pieces of copper included: items for
personal adornment, such as, a sheet of copper, eyeliner sticks, bracelets,
earrings, a ring, a pin, a prick, a belt buckle; a bell, chains that were probably
used in churches; a hook for catching fish; and samples of military pieces, such

as, a necklace for horse and pieces of armor; and finally, three pieces of crude



metal to extract what is needed to make copper metal. The group of iron pieces
included: some small circular pieces used as a hanger; a key, door hinges, chains;
a sewing kit, such as, a needle and a pin; household knives; a scythe; and tools
like a chisel and metal nails with different shapes and sizes for construction work;
and implements for military use, such as, the head of an arrow and the head of a

shaft.

The research method in this study was based on descriptive analysis and
ethnographic field work, as well as, comparison with previously identified objects
from other archeological sites related to the same periods. Several steps were
followed. First, manual sorting and registering. Second, cleaning the objects
manual and with special chemicals. Third, drawing and photographing the metal
pieces. Fourth, the Fieldwork at archaeological sites and museums contains metal
artifacts similar to that found in Khirbat Shuwayka for comparison, and
ethnographic work was observed to understand the different kinds of techniques
applied in making those metal pieces with their decorative features as well as their

functions. Fifth, describing and dating of the pieces.

The metal materials discovered in Khirbat Shuwayka showed that it contains
cultural value in its literal and aesthetic sense. This value is no less than any other
site of the Levant in their active and effective throughout the end of the Roman,
Byzantine, Umayyad, and the beginning of the Abbasid period. This illustrates its
dynamic socio—economical and religious relationships within its area, as well as its

surroundings.
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-(Allan, 1982: 67)
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(Kh. Sh. 03/ Sq. 110/ L. 35/ B. 85)

(118 sz
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ae ala B Jleniad 5 ey gyhall ) ALYl diclia 8 cuall 48 i) Ll

el mhand) e gpnall Capglaill Jaal lgsle 35kl

s o 0 o0y
*to 0900000
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(Kh. Sh. 07/ Sq. n19/ L. 02/ B. 1)
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(20 Js&) (pin) kuyp —13
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- 0.1 45.6.».1} g 0.35 cjaSAS\ UAJ‘;} fe-u 5-0 d}H\ .'b.luSi:\A

e Bangll (e gl 5 c(ylally cuall Ay Jiliise adaie g3 lad Gl (e g sias Jayall
Galad Jal e oeSlatie JS8 Ja (e adhhl By Goliall asis 8 allas) S s Jas
LN Ay 3ypemnd) ddled) o Bl ey ddAl) Goliall sl oyl s,
ety Jappall G 8y sinal) Apianall dagiiall aa (3saiall Caid dlen Jii Layyall Aila Caplasg
il &5 il jeasll DA Cpaiuly Glegyll J8 (e Akl o2 caleind (120 JS3)

.(Khamis, Tiberias 2013: 200) (w20 J<&) ¥ Ly
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(Kh. Sh. 00/ Sq. m10/ L. 46/ B. 144)

51



(21 J28) sl A dasin —14

i€l Ly alels Ahaiyd) Clgisdl Jiul a5 46 3l 3 M10 sl Jiud 8 caoag
Al dagiiall . el Gl & cong ) Aplaall adadl) s Aplegyl) 556l 2x 3yl
(o 3.8 Cmlly cam 4.9 Jshll sauslie slpad Ak Lohaiy lie sasiie 30 sal

s 0.1 ey

e dalall s Lgll Qo ddlia) S pailly (GHhally cuall 468 de sias Guladl) (e dajiia
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.(Crummy, 1983: 85-88) (1 21 J<) kil ¢ gaabicall Znamall s 3lls Jaghyal
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.(Crummy, 1983: 87)
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(22 Jet) Juisl Allad ~15

) Alaall el Gy Agdaiiy A€ dAihie (358 A Lpuliall Cigull (@l Ga g
elpad Ak lglaaty 3)sufe Aladll LAdaijull 356ll 353 3 jually g7 apall (A sy

- ot 34 Lﬁ)ﬂ\.ﬂ\ ;)Aj\ Jﬁ} ¢ 02 M\} ¢ 46 d}lﬂl\ .B.J.mstm

el e Ayl sy I ALYl bl caal) Ay (sl (e desia Al
oo onidll gniall o o Allall cufii LA el dauy 8 0 sa ae ealal)
dal (e B dilay Lgtiag by o8 SaY) Copall Wl Lagyiopdl ueladlly il Pla
sl wit gl Pl DAl o Goamall phv o i bma o o Ly leaay
Ji e Dl Ayl bda leatiul L (3l
A BSLY) S ) iy eyl
(Khamis, Tiberias 2013,: 176, 226,
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Asd LA (oY) syl

— = —— (Kh. Sh. 03/ Sq. g7/ L. 03/ B. 36)
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(23 Jsd) o -16

ik gty (i S Al S5l 0505 40 dai gay (8 ally 114 gpall 3 2as

Bauklia ¢lpad
o 0.2 dladly o 1.0 gLl caw 2.5 501 ki

Jal e e G dag adany @l Gual) Ay A8 JSE e paian (g3ign oo
B sl A 5l sl e eda g il Jeall Gl Gl (DA (g Apiaee Al s
Dlall g aalually GulSI 8 el s aadiul LAl Gial 50 s s
A Lady (98 11943 « S, ) Coaia) dandall HBY1 Caatie 3 (123 JS8) 4l 4l aag
ool Jlasinl muasy 2 23 J<ally . (Baer, 1983: 42) asusall 55 (ahaly 53550 400l

-(Crummy, 1983: 51) dluls ‘yea

(g o (23 J)
Ash A (oY) L sysally Janyl

(Kh. Sh. 98/ Sq. i14/ L. 08/ B. 14)

55
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R
—r—

(u,_t 23 d&.:)

.(Crummy, 1983: 51)
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sdll 33y 4 5l N19 gppally sl habaia Coung cAygul) cleliall dikial osiall Caylal

Banslia elpad dida adarty ddlle Ay JST L Agdaijull
cans 0015 o) ¢ 1.2 3aal5)) ddlal) Jsh

ce I adata (g3 el (e (oS Adla JS cdliali ASGL Lgiany e Alialie cilils EDG e BHle
axfiy gl IS elle S Qablal 8 & el e dgslaiia lghl iy ()68 aiall Zigyl W
Juasi @ .8 a8 o maaid saaly dila JSl cpall WIS 4l e eSlae <
s Jaalil) Babetl Judlad) 238 a2as L llall Cava Aludadl IS5 S Lgaany ae lilal)
pesill (0 24 JS8) 5 (124 J) 8 mase sa LS gy glilaally (el malially

Taha et al, ) .(34 :1997 «aaulX) (117 :1943 « Jlsiy ) caaia) Hlail ¢ piagall 138 Jsa

.(2015: 79, 83-84

A Al (24 JS2)
A A el e 8peally el e aus)

(Kh. Sh. 07/ Sq. n19/ L. 04/ B. 3)
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.(Taha et al, 2015: 84)
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(27-25 JSal) cpa 4 Sal) £g,0 (ha g 1o D 2ag) £94 18
(25 Jss) ¥ g .1

s Bydlie A Ll alaly ddaipall gl Jiud 52546 Saa M10 aoyal) Jisd 8 2ag
Al ahadl) L4 Caag ) Apladl) adadll Cues Agleg )l 35l 2 ggnally el 13 ¢
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o 0.5 5 LeSans Waly con

el 0 (25 029

A8 Aa (oY) b sysally Jaul) b )l

(Kh. Sh. 00/ Sq. m10/ L. 46/ B. 144)

gl gl alai af e ST ekl ba
G Aad L g (s 0S8 o ged i) abiall Ll Jiliine (S8 e e giae dadd
Sl e gl JSE Gl (Slay 4nd aag cquils JS Gt B i)y eV 8 sl
(125 J<&) Jsall) 8 dgleg )Vl Zeugma dae e @Dl Gl ol ol dglas

.(Khamis, Zeugma 2013: 113)
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' .(Khamis, Zeugma 2013: 113) (el e
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(ofe g2 (27 J8)

— S T il e Byl Sl e
0 5cm (Kh. Sh. 03/ Sq. g7/ L. 13/ B. 75)

sl Ll gy gyl Guladl) il (e ggyall 2 ¢ hal delia 8 (ailly coall 4 caadi
i) b ylad) dly 53 gl QS mad) gaany ae adal) Loy el Jal e o8
gl e gl ol Lady wlad @l aladiuly 6 adaill G dag)ll Alee odua dglea]
Croom, 2000: 34-129) Aaiull ypaall P Ldleaiul paiuly Glagyll Ji e calasiin

.(Khamis, Zeugma 2013: 113; Stephenson, 1999: 42-40, 3-13;

(28 Jsd) (Al Aiylai) 3L 19

Wis a<Ha dadadl) 538 LAl 3laliall oA ol deliall dakid) b dakil) oda L)
D Ay 0S5 0l Aadadl e lpindg e lasu sauSlie diday il mhandl Lo (a)la aag Vs
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o3 Galed iy S Callad) 8 L Jlegyll eanll b cuilS gl (e gl 1 alasiad by
sl Gy IS8 ) ALYl Lasalls dadaall Hleds) o daall Qlal Bl s e dadadll
& salad) oda iy Alally dpaigll Caplailly JISEY) amy ae Calil) JSG Liayl Jgeadii

-(Crummy, 1983: 103-104) daijad)l jeaell Lles a djled)
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Jau) & au )l (Al 53,505 (28 JS3)
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(Kh. Sh. 012/ Sq. j18/ L. 03/ B. 1)

(29 Jd) daid) sual 5l —20
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(Kh. Sh. 99/ Sq. n10/ L. 29/ B. 16)

62
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aleyy el silia (129 U4

Ol e 8peally Sl e auss)

.(Khamis, Zeugma 2013: 158)
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(Kh. Sh. 00/ Sq. m10/ L. 34/ B. 65)

(Kh. Sh. 99/ Sq. k10/ L. 25/ B. 11) (Kh. Sh. 98/ Sq. n8/ L. 05/ B. 4)
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.(Taha et al, 2015: 85-86) (1 32 J<)
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v 1
(Kh. Sh. 98/ Sq. h13/ L. 05/ B. 13)

(Kh. Sh. 012/ Sq. k10/ L. 10/ B. 25)
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0 5cm
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o sl 13 o Lo Jalal) (e A€l dpagl looaag A€l Zlise of Gl e 3ol
S i ) ae Ao siad) dpuiall elpluilly Gl Adlexind (S anall gy Y ladll
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(34 Je) Allie &y dla 25
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Jaall (e 88 Al Ly e Dal dxg)Y 8)suSay ASTa F5 ayal
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(Kh. Sh. 012/ Sq. f5/ L. 13/ B. 9)
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¢(Crummy, 1983: 161-162) kil ¢ sasall 138 Jsa ausill 501 il Gales Jal (g

.(Khamis, Tiberias 2013: 422, 99-100)
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(11-7 36 Jsd) 5 (6-1 ¢35 Jd) ysa yyalosa —26

Ayss Apa 8 A clpiall DA s Al Baaal) jaelaall e mhisiosalls Jadl 2]l
AT ) lee (e caliag Jleaiad) (e el kY ly alaa¥) Calite Tlowa e aal s
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O aebasdl) s3gd Jsb L8] S0 XS sl il Jeal 1) Agali)l) saecY) ac g

.(Hamilton, 1949: 95) (2 (b5 g omse e i (e s (il I Joa
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