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The Minimum Wage: A Religious and Legal Study

Prepared by: Nida yahya Asa'd Hashlamoun.
Supervisor: Professor Mohammad A'ssaf.

Abstract

This thesis examined the topic of The Minimum Wage: A Religious and Legal Study. The
significance of this study derived from being a study that tackles a contemporary issue that
deeply affects a large segment of society and influences its social, economic, and political
safety. The title of the thesis indicated that it examined minimum wage from two
perspectives: The first one has to do with the Islamic Sharia while the second one deals with

law.

The study included various topics related to minimum wage, beginning with the contract that
regulate wages under the Islam law, labor laws, their types and pillars, as well as the
transition towards determining the intended category in this thesis through examining
workers and their divisions. The study has also highlighted the high status enjoyed by the
worker under Islamic law, along with the rights owed to the worker in exchange for their
labor. Among the most important of these rights is receiving fair compensation for the work
performed, in addition to other rights such as protection from exploitation and injustice, and
the right to have privileges and procedures guaranteed by law, as long as they do not

contradict Islamic principles .

The study indicated that the principle for determining wages is that it should be based on
mutual agreement and consent between the two parties to the contract. However, when there
arises a need to intervene in the labor market by setting wages and establishing a minimum
wage, the state, through its competent authorities, controls this task after conducting
thorough studies and extensive scientific consultations. The study demonstrated this by
examining the issue of pricing in Islamic law, explaining its rulings and evidence, as it forms

the basis upon which the ruling on minimum wages is built .

The study also addressed the objectives of the minimum wage and its role in achieving
balance in the labor market and stabilizing relationships within it. It discussed the

international and local perspectives on adopting minimum wage policies, which are divided



between supporters and opponents. Additionally, the study explored the historical
development stages of the minimum wage, clarified the principles upon which its
identification is based, and highlighted the necessity of periodically revising and adjusting

the minimum wage to maintain its ability to fulfill its function and preserve its real value .

The study concluded by discussing the issue of compliance with the minimum wage,
emphasizing that the success of minimum wage policies largely depends on the degree of

adherence to its implementation and compliance with the decisions issued regarding it.

This thesis adopted a descriptive and analytical approach relying on the inductive method,
and data were collected from resources and references in accordance with Sharia

requirements.

The study concluded with a set of findings and recommendations. As for the findings, the
most prominent being the intervention to put a minimum wage is entrusted with interests
and fairness, the pivotal role of the minimum wage is to protect workers from exploitation
and ensure their fair compensation, accordingly, there should be clear standards for the
identification of the minimum wage, which in turn is currently lacking in Palestine due to
ineffectiveness of inspection, control and oversight services in the decision of the minimum

wage.

The recommendations of this thesis emphasized the need to intensify efforts to raise workers’
awareness about their rights, and the importance to provide support and assistance for all
private sector establishments that do not have the capacity to keep up with and ensure
effective implementation of the minimum wage. Additionally, the thesis recommended the
need to work to identify the minimum wage based on a legitimate vision to achieve
efficiency and effectiveness. Finally, this thesis called for conducting studies to investigate
gaps and disadvantages of the minimum wage decision and discuss ways to avoid, prevent

and deal with them in the Palestinian Territories.
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