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Hebrew Newspapers in the lives of
Palestinian prisoners
During incarceration and after freedom

Prepared by
Hasan Abdallah Hasan Mohamad
Supervised by
Dr. Mahmoud Mhareb

This study deals with an important and sensitive subject that had different
effects and reactions in the Palestinian community. It represents the role which hebrow
newspapers played in the lives of the Palestinian prisoners and how these newspapers
encouraged the prisoners to learn the Hebrew language and in turn create the nucleus of a
translation movement that developed over the years until it leaped outside the walls of the
prison as some of the qualified prisoners gained their freedom. A number of the
prisoners who excelled in Hebrew language during their incarceration and practiced
translation from Hebrew went on to develop their skills and invest in establishing
translation centers specializing in Hebrew translation thus giving the ability to stay
abreast with Israeli affairs.

A number of these translators / writers were members of the leadership of the
Palestinian Authority, where good command of the Hebrew language and good
knowledge of the Israeli community were among the requirements for those positions.
Among those positions are jobs with the DCO and other agencies established for the
purpose of documenting and tracking on Palestinian citizens cases with the Israelis.

The study started with a number of assumptions. The most important of these
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assumptions is that Hebrew newspapers had established an assorted news section that
helped break the circle of isolation imposed on the Palestinian prisoners. This acquainted
the prisoners with the procedures and technology of Israeli newspapers. The presence of
Hebrew newspapers encouraged tens and perhaps hundreds of Palestinian prisoners,
especially those with sentences, who entered the prison without knowing any Hebrew, to
learn the language, in order to be able to read Hebrew newspapers.
The study’s assumptions were not limited to what happens inside the prison but
followed that beyond freedom. It correlated learning Hebrew and the translation
movement inside the prison walls and increased translation activities from Hebrew
outside the prison walls. The assumptions had a negative side too, reading Hebrew
newspapers inside the prison walls for a long time created a sense of dependency on
those newspapers as stated by Israeli analysis. The prisoners were influenced by and
appreciated Israeli thinking which created a great concern among Politicians.
Since the subject of the study was not taken up previously by any Palestinian or
Arab researcher, this researcher had to meet with a number of released prisoners as an
initial source of information. At the same time the researcher consulted some public
studies that dealt with the prisoners’ experience in an attempt to gain some information.
As for proving the level and degree of this influence in their political attitudes and
other areas, it became necessary to perform a survey. This is why the researcher
surveyed (80) of the released prisoners who worked with newspapers. (The total
population of the study is 200 according to a survey by Abu Jihad Center for families of
prisoners at Al-Quds University) i.e. 40%. The result was that 75% of those surveyed

needed Hebrew language after being released, and 40% of them had jobs where Hebrew
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language was part of the requirements for that job although only 15% of those needed
Hebrew, only partly in performing their jobs. The study showed that 15% of those who
used Hebrew newspapers in prison became more lenient with Israeli society, meanwhile,
15% had limited leniency. 70% stated that their use of Hebrew newspapers did not make
them more lenient to Israeli society.

As for the extent that Israelis may have their own state and its influence on those
surveyed, 35% of them stated that they have become more understanding. 65% were
negative, 55% of those surveyed stated that learning what happens in Israel through the
Hebrew newspapers made them more realistic about the solution of the Palestinian
Problem, 45% were negative.

What was noticeable in the survey results is that 30%of those surveyed became
convinced of the two state solutions as a result of their understanding of Israeli society.
At the same time 70% stated that the newspapers did not influence them.

The Hebrew newspapers formed informational, analytical and educational

channel to the prisoners that had a real influence in breaking the siege. In addition it
encouraged the prisoners to learn Hebrew and translate from it. It, also, qualified tens of
prisoners to work in translation and equipped them with a skill that they can use once
they are released. It helped them grow out of poverty and afforded them a life with
dignity.

The importance of this study is that it is the first of its kind. We hope this will
encourage other researchers to expand and develop it. Many areas dealing with the
prisoners experience did not take what it deserves in analysis and documentation which

this researcher recommends that it be taken up by. Researchers’ centers and organizations
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as well as those who care. This is researchers’ opinion that these research opportunities
are rich in depth, social affairs, educational ideas and thinking. The Hebrew newspapers

in this study are but a small part of the total chain.
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