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The status and priorities of sustainable development in the Ghore area
and the role of related organizations in its achievement

Abstract

This study aims to shed the light on the reality of development process in the Jordan Valley
in term of types of projects and interventions in various sectors; the role of the related
institutions, and the compliance of these interventions with development priorities so as to
overview and overcome the obstacles that stand against the incessant development. This
study (October 2006-November 2007) follows the descriptive approach; and data
acquisition has been achieved through a survey (personal interviews) and observation. The
sample has consisted of fifty-four local and international institutions working on
development in the area. A stratified sample of twenty-two institutions, which represent the
most important developmental sectors in the Jordan Valley, has been adopted, and it has
consisted of the following sectors: farming, tourism, education, health and industry;
besides other miscellany sectors which include municipalities and multi-sectored
institutions. The reliability of the survey has been verified throughout personal interviews
with five institutions and by using the Cronbach’s alpha, the internal consistency of the
survey has proved to be 0.87 which portrays the survey's reliability and its effectiveness.
After that, the data have been organized and analyzed using "SPSS 12".

The study shows that 86.4% of the sample institutions have a minimum experience of ten
years; 50% of them are public institutions, while 31.5% are private and 13.6% are
international, and most of them enjoy clear visions and standards. The study has also
shown that the farming sector has recorded the highest rate with thirty-two projects; health
sector has the second rank with twenty-two projects. Eight projects have been carried out
by the education sector and five by the tourism in addition to another twenty-eight various
projects. The study has, moreover, shown that most of the institutions have established a
set of discrepant development priorities for the various sectors whose answers have a mean
of 4.0 for farming; 3.8 for health; 3.6 for education; 3.5 for industry and 3.3 for tourism.
It has shown that Al-jiftlik records the highest need for developing projects in the farming
sector more than any other regions in a rate of 22.0%, Jericho and Bardala comes next in a
rate of 12.9%.

Regarding tourism development, Jericho city gets a mean of 19.3%, while Bardala,
Qardal, Einilbida and Wadi Malih's is 10.9%. As for education development, Bardala and
Einilbida have a rate of 12.4%. On the other hand, the mid-valley, Bardala and Einilbida
need developmental projects in the sector of health in a rate of 13.7% whereas Jericho
needs developmental projects in the sector of industry in a rate of 3.6%. Most of the
institutions have assured that the Israeli Occupation is the most earth-shattering obstacle
that stands against the development process in the region due to project-permit prohibition
in a mean of 4.2; Israeli dominance over natural resources in a mean of 4.2; difficulty of
mobility in a mean of 4.1; and the difficulties of getting products into the Palestinian
territories and taking them out gets the means of 3.3 and 3.2 respectively.

The other obstacle is represented in the shortage of the local funding in a mean of 3.8; on
the other hand, the international donors' conditions which don’t cope up with the real needs
and gets a mean of 3.4. In addition to other obstacles such as: the languish availability of
inclusive schemes in a mean of 3.8; lack of coordination during planning gets the mean of
4.1, and of 3.9 during implementation.



The results of the necessary priorities for the continuity of development have lead to a
conclusion that planning for projects and programs has been the most essential factor in a
mean of 3.9, and the necessity for the institutional follow-up for the staff administrative
and technical training has had a mean of 3.8.

The availability of financial and legal support, efficient administration and coordination in
addition to developing the infrastructure and staff empowerment would guarantee the
success of the development process in the Jordan Valley.
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