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The Role of Palestinian Official Children Media in political Socialization

Palestine Television, Voice of Palestine Radio and Al-Hayat Newspaper
(as an example)

Prepared by: Walaa Dawoud Ghraib Battat
Supervised by: Dr. Ahmad abu Dayyah

Abstract:

This study aimed to examine the reality of Palestinian official children media and its role
in political socialization. The problem of the study is represented in answering a main
question: “what is the role of Palestinian official children media in political socialization of
Palestinian children?”. The study has adopted the descriptive approach and content
analysis methodology; and it has also adopted the theory of political socialization,
cultivation theory and gate keeper theory as they are the most appropriate theories for the
subject of the study.

The study has addressed the emergence and development of Palestinian media as well as
the media space specialized for children in several Palestinian audio, visual and written
means of media in addition to the challenges which encounter the Palestinian media in this
field.

The researcher has analyzed the content of three official means of media: Palestine TV as a
visual official means of media, Voice of Palestine Radio as an audio official means of
media, as well as Al-Hayat Newspaper as a written official means of media. Among these
means of media, the researcher has addressed “Beit Byout” program which is displayed on
Palestine TV, as well as “Baraim Al-Mustagbal” program which is broadcasted on Voice
of Palestine Radio, in addition to “Al-Hayat Break” in Al-Hayat Newspaper, in order to
examine their implications, objectives and role in political socialization by adopting a
group of political values which constitute the implications of political socialization.

The study has reached to several results; mainly: lack of children programs and children’s
media space in Palestinian official means of media; while such programs are available in
official means of media. The results also indicate that the values of political socialization
of children are apparent in the Palestinian official children media; which emphasizes the
role of these means of media in the political socialization of children. The Palestinian
means of media also significantly concentrate; through children programs, on the values of
knowledge, affiliation and national constants, as well as freedom of expression and
peaceful resistance; whereas they do not concentrate on armed resistance as the Israeli
occupation claims and accuses the Palestinian media of provoking violence. Children
programs which are broadcasted through official means of media commit to what is
stipulated by the international charters of children rights. Moreover, the role of official
means of media in setting plans and strategies of children media; whether in private media
or official written media, is weak.



The Palestinian official media encounters difficulties in matching between their political
commitments pursuant to the agreements and their role in embedding national values
among children; as the Palestinian official children media is attacked by the Israeli
government and media just for providing historical information about Palestine and
emphasizing the Palestinian right of return. The team of such programs is accused of
terrorism and provocation; and the official and non-official Palestinian media institutions
encounter the problem of being incapable of responding to the accusations made against
them by the Israeli government.

The study has presented a group of recommendations; mainly: the necessity of paying
attention to Palestinian children media and increasing children’s media space especially
printed media. Furthermore, the main daily and weekly newspapers should allocate a page
or more, depending on their potentials, for the Palestinian children; and open reasonable
spaces for their participation in topics which concern them and address their issues and
problems. It is also necessary to clarify the relation between children media and
international agreements of children rights to enable media institutions to deal with
children within the placed limits and laws. The study has also recommended specializing
daily children programs to be broadcasted in Palestinian channels; given that such
programs should have a meaningful content and meet children needs; and they should be
prepared by specialists in children media or education with the participation of children.
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