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Medical waste management in Hebron Governmental Hospital: reality and
ways of development.

Prepared by: Madline Majdi SHARIF.
Supervisor: D. Ziad QANNAM.

Abstract

The study aims at assessing the current situation of medical waste management at Hebron
Government Hospital, along with its obstacles and potential improvements. This study was
conducted in the first half of 2024. The researcher used a descriptive approach and employed
surveys as tools. Random observations were made for 250 hospital employees.

The findings of the study indicated the urgent need for improvement and development in the
hospital's medical waste management procedures, especially issues related to purifying sharp
waste containers after closing them, labelling waste containers before transportation
appropriately, establishing dedicated internal transportation routes and providing suitable
storage spaces conforming to standards and specifications. The study also revealed significant
shortcomings in the hospital's performance regarding protecting staff involved in medical
waste management, policies outlined in the hospital's policy manual and financial capacity to
oversee responsibilities in this area. The study identified various obstacles to medical waste
management at the hospital, including financial resource limitations, staff non-compliance
with regulation, inadequate supervision by unqualified personnel, and originally unsuitable
building designs for effective. Regarding potential means of improvement, the results also
indicated that creating a supportive environment with positive management attitudes, financial
resources, integrated and effective regulations and legislations, a qualified workforce, and
economically feasible medical waste treatment methods could significantly enhance the
medical waste management situation The study came out with some recommendations such as
the Ministry of Health, the Environmental Authority and the Ministry of Local Government
should provide the necessary supportive environment, implement strict regulations and
controls, allocate financial resources, infrastructure, and transportation and treatment facilities.
Additionally, for the hospital, the recommendations included improving medical waste
management through renovating and redesigning hospital buildings to allow for dedicated
paths for medical waste transportation, safe and suitable temporary storage locations,
attracting qualified and expert staff, training existing hospital staff on medical waste
management, and ensuring comprehensive and clear policy guidelines, as well as prioritizing
the protection of staff involved in medical waste management.

Keywords: Medical waste, Hebron Government Hospital, Improving medical waste
management.
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