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Abstract

Nablus is considered one of the most significant cities in Palestine. The Old Town of
Nablus still stands out as a vivid witness to all civilizations that passed by through
history. Amongst the city, its architectural palaces stand proudly where breeze —filled
with stories of the past- narrating tales of Mount of Fire- touches softly the domes of
these magnificent dwellings. This thesis deals with the domestic architecture of
palaces and their development in one of the longest historical periods in the history
of Nablus, the Ottoman rule that lasted for four centuries. It covers the topic of
palaces in Nablus in a historical era that expanded from the beginning of Ottoman

rule till the end of decentralization dated after —the fall of Arrabeh-. A special

attention is paid to palaces inhabited by rulers' families such as Nimer, Tukan,

Abdul-Hadi and Qasem.

The thesis aims to highlight the importance of these historical monuments as part of
Palestinian vernacular architecture, by studying and analyzing these palaces
depending on historical, social and archeological evidence. It also aims to explore the
planning and architectural aspects of such palaces, and explain "how" these palaces
played their role and adapted their architecture through twenty decades of continuous
inhabitance. A study of the palaces interior functions and its influence on
architectural and historical heritage of the city of Nablus and the whole region has

also been conducted.

To accomplish this study, a literature review of previous studies and publications
concerning this subject was covered along with a field study for more than twenty
dwellings in the city. The thesis also documents some of the most important palaces
using architectural plans, elevations and sections. Also, other methods included
usage of the "Sijil"s and interviews with families inhabiting these palaces to fill the
historical gaps in the palaces history. The analytical approach is used to find the
connection between 'function and form' of such palaces and to compare these results

with other examples in the city and other rural areas through out Palestine.



The first chapters discuss the planning and architecture of Nablus especially in
Ottoman period and cover the social & administrative role of the ruling families who
constructed & inhabited these palaces. The third chapter shows the results of survey
of local palaces at Nablus and describes in detail the architecture of Ruler Palaces. In
the last chapters and in order to fulfill the aim of this study; two approaches were
used: first, studying the architecture, function, construction materials and planning of
the palaces, and second, analyzing in detail the features and similarities of such

dwellings and discussing the developments of their architecture through time.

The thesis concludes:-
- The concept of identifying an architectural monument should be reached by
combining both historical and archeological values with architectural and
planning aspects.

- In - " centuries, palaces incurred many architectural developments. This

was assured by the study made on living examples of the rulers' palaces in the
city of Nablus, which played an important role in the development of
Palestinian vernacular architecture and had shaped the Palestinian dwelling
for the following history in Palestine.

- Determine the architectural and ornamental features of these palaces.
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