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The Role of the International Committee of the Red Cross During Armed
Conflicts: The 2023 War on Gaza as a Case Study

Prepeared by: Ahmad Haytham Suliman

Supervisor: Dr. Mohmammad Shalaldeh

Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the important role of the International Committee of the Red Cross,
through an in-depth study of the international agreements and charters that granted the
Committee immunity in performing its tasks. To identify the powers and tasks of the
International Committee of the Red Cross during the period of armed conflicts, and to take note
of the implications of the establishment of the International Committee of the Red Cross. In
turn, to apply the rules of international humanitarian law and discuss the problems and
shortcomings in the efforts of the International Committee of the Red Cross, By following the
descriptive and analytical approach, the study sought to address the following problem: To
what extent did the intervention of the International Committee of the Red Cross protect the
rights and freedoms guaranteed to citizens during the period of the international armed conflict
taking place in the Gaza Strip?

The study concluded with a number of main results, namely that the International Committee
of the Red Cross is considered one of the non-governmental organizations entrusted with
preserving international humanitarian law and preventing violations to which people and
countries are exposed. The statute of the International Committee of the Red Cross also falls
short of confronting the challenges that it faces. to which the Committee is exposed in the
exercise of its duties, Also, the role of the International Committee of the Red Cross is limited
to working to warn without extending to stopping violations, and the four Geneva Conventions
of 1949 and the two protocols attached to them of 1977 did not give the International
Committee of the Red Cross sufficient powers to stop violations related to human rights.

The study also concluded that it is necessary to amend the four Geneva Conventions of 1949
and the two annexed Protocols of 1977 by crystallizing the exclusive powers of the
International Committee of the Red Cross and relief organizations in general. The necessity of
amending the statute of the International Committee of the Red Cross in a way that increases
its capabilities to address the challenges it faces. Strengthening the presence of the
International Committee of the Red Cross in the occupied territories on the ground. The
International Committee must strengthen its presence, expand its activity, and intensify its
deployment on the ground in all parts of the occupied territories in Palestine, specifically to
protect civilians and provide emergency humanitarian and medical assistance to them,
especially in light of the fact that the arbitrary measures of the occupying state Israeli It leads
significantly to the deterioration of the daily living conditions of these civilians on the one
hand, and on the other hand to monitor the crimes committed by the disturbance forces against
defenseless civilians and the horrific images transmitted on a daily basis in Palestine.
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