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The Level of Knowledge and Skill of Farmers in Jenin Governorate by
Using the Agricultural Production Inputs and the Role of the Agricultural
Organizations

Abstract

The present study has two main goals: the first one is to investigate the level of the
knowledge and skill of the farmers by using the inputs of the agricultural production
process efficiently. The second goal is to investigate the role of the agricultural
organizations and their effects on the knowledge and skill of the farmer.

The study was conducted in the governorate of Jenin. In order to answer the research
questions related to the goals, a total of 100 vegetable farmers(distributed over the study
area) were selected for the comprehensive interview conducted during the study. Specific
research questions and hypotheses were developed; data were complied and statistically
analyzed using different tests, e.g. T-tests, One way-Anova test, and LSD test..

The results of the present study showed that the level of the farmers knowledge of using
the inputs of the agricultural production is higher than the level of the skill of using those
inputs, related to the farmer's knowledge of soil conservation and cultivation;(88.4%)
indicated that organic materials are available in the outer layer of the soil and that the
recurrence of deep plowing transport the organic materials away from the plant. And about
the farmers knowledge of soil fertilization and the use of chemical and organic fertilization
(91.2%) of farmers indicated that they use the chemical and organic fertilizers and that the
organic fertilizers must be dissolved and that the efficiency of the chemical fertilizers be
when it is used in the suitable quality, quantity and time ,in addition to not following a
periodic fertilization programme and choosing the quantity and quality of fertilizers
without referring to the agronomist. The study also showed that decrease of the farmers
skill level in soil sterilization since two thirds of the farmers are still using the chemical
sterilization method although there are other methods which are cheaper and less dangerous
on the environment and humans such as solar sterilization, and level of their knowledge of
the importanc of soil sterilization is high.

The study showed a low level in the irrigation skill since most of farmers estimate
irrigation by time not by cubic metres and don't use the tensiometer to identify the plant
need of irrigation ,and a low level in the skill of pest control and a low level in the farmers
choice of pesticides as most of farmers indicated that they mix different kinds of pesticides
without consulting an agronomist.

The results showed the decline in both the level of disease diagnosis and buying
requirements since most of farmers buy their requirements directly from the merchant not
collective purchase so they lose the chance of the cash discounts and trade offers and most
of them don't purchase with official invoices which enable them to reclaim the value added
taxes.And according to marketing ,the study showed the decrease in the farmers skill level
of marketing their products as most of them are marketing their products by the central
market or agent not by cooperative organizations. The study showed the decline in the level
of skill for farmers to receive guidance and information.



The study showed a statistically significant difference in the level of knowledge and
farmers skills in the use of inputs of agricultural products according to the independent
variables:age,educational qualifications, working in other careers,years of experience in
agriculture, the laborers in the farm ,and the membership in agricultural organizations, and
that was in all fields.
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