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Abstract

This study was conducted in the period between February and October of the year 2005,
where farmers with irrigated farms from the Jenin Governorate represent the target group.
The study aims at understanding the role agricultural and environmental organizations play
in improving the practice of pesticides usage for pest control in Jenin Governorate. The
importance of this study lies in the fact that it is one of the first studies in this field .

The study aims to understand the role the agricultural and environmental organizations,
both governmental and non-governmental, in meeting the needs of farmers from this sector
and impediments they face as well the shortcomings of all parties involved. The study
seeks to also understand the various approaches and techniques used to distribute
pesticides to crops, and also the resulting impact on the general health of the population
and the environment and the extent to which farmers are aware of this impact.

It is note-worthy that in later years, several reports suggesting negative impact in the areas
mentioned above as a result of excessive use of pesticides leading to significant economic
troubles as well as environmental and health deterioration. This era is marked by a
noticeable absence of active players especially governmental agencies that are normally
tasked with the control of all aspects of this practice in Palestine specifically in Jenin area,
including the import, distribution and training of farmers on how best to use these
potentially dangerous materials.

A descriptive analytical approach was used to conduct the study. Hypothesis were tested
based on the data collected through several questionnaires designed to get data from
farmers as well as organizations. Relevant information was also gathered through
interviews with officials and other interested parties. The data was organized as
spreadsheets and statistically analyzed using Microsoft Excel® and the SPSS software
package. Results were tabulated and charts were used to present the results.

Among the most significant findings of the study is that about 79% of farmers, the target
group, are dissatisfied with role specialized organizations play. Farmers sight as a reason,
the fact that these organizations lack technical competency and suffer from
mismanagement due to the lack of a system that oversees their activities and holds them
accountable for their actions. Several other reasons for farmers’ dissatisfactions are
pointed out in the study. Around 18% of the target group expressed satisfaction with the
role some organizations play in providing support and services. Regarding the practices of
farmers and sources of information in the area of pesticides application this study
concluded that 70% of farmers were able to identify the pest or pathogen on their own,
71% take note of the instructional information that accompanies pesticides, 65% of farmers
pay attention to expiration dates indicated on the package while 72% of them
misinterpreted the instructions. Only 9% wear the appropriate gear during the application
of pesticides and 55% believe that the develop immunity against the harmful effects of
pesticides. On the other hand, officials in these organizations sight the current political
turmoil, lack of enforcement, security and legal systems in Palestine as well as the poor
financial resources as a reason for their poor performance to control the import, marketing
and the observation of various negative impacts of malpractice in the usage of pesticides.



It’s worthwhile to mention that there are many organizations that are active in Palestine and particularly in
Jenin area where this study was conducted. During the course of this study, many individuals from these
organizations were interviewed to asses the role they play in improving the practice of pesticides usage.
Among these organizations are: Department of agriculture in Jenin, Agriculture Relief committee,
Environmental Quality Authority, Environmental Health Quality, Arab Center for Agriculture Development
(ACAD), Ma’an Development Center, Agricultural Marketing Co-op and FAO organization.

This study reviled a number of important activities that was carried out by the above-
mentioned organizations as well as others. These activities include integrated protection,
soil solar sterilization and safety precautional measures. Over the last two years, around
twenty workshops were held by these organizations from which 530 farmers from various
areas in the Jenin Governorate benefited as was reported by participants. This is in
addition to the routine training and advisory activities.

The study recommends the legislation and enforcement of laws to ensure the proper
import, dissemination through trained and licensed staff to oversee the appropriate
application of pesticides. Companies that import pesticides must be required, especially
those importing from Israel, to provide clearly instruction in Arabic. These instructions
should be approved for accuracy, validity and clarity by specialized technical staff.
Expiration dates should also be examined before materials are allowed in Palestine. An
awareness campaign that targets farmers in the areas of safe, effective, and
environmentally friendly usage of pesticides is strongly recommended. Finally, offering
financial help for farmers especially those who suffered losses lately is in order.
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West Bank Barrier Route Projections:
Preliminary Overview - as of 20 February 2005

The Barrier's total length is 870km,
approximately twice the length of
the 1949 Yest Bank Armistice Line
(Green Une) adjacent te Israel. 20%
of the Barrier's length runs along
the Green Line

Jordan River
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