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Multiculturalism in Tantawian Memoirs

Prepared by: Areej Mohamd Yousef Ahmad Dofash

Supervisor: Dr. Mashour habazi

Abstract:

This research is titled "Multiculturalism in Tantawian Memoirs." There were multiple
motives behind this research, most significantly: exploring this novel area of inquiry,
responding to orientalists' claims of the lack of multicultualism in Islamic countries, and
highlighting Ali At-Tantawi's life during his era, along with his books and memoirs that

would bring joy and benefit to the reader's mind.

The significance of this research is summarized in its ability to highlight co-existence
between people of various religions and cultures in one country, more specifically in
Islamic countries, and the differences in customs, traditions, and accents between countries
and cities. It also emphasized the distinct meaning of certain words that may change from
one country to another. Moreover, this research shed some light on the history of
Damascus, which constantly fell under occupation and liberation during the life of At-
Tantawi. This caused customs, accents, along with political and social matters to change.
Notably, these changes were accompanied by the introduction of Arabic and non-Arabic

lexicons to societies.

This research referenced many studies, namely: "Multiculturism in Ibn Jubair's Journey"
by Mashhur H'abazi, "Ali At-Tantawi: the Author of Jurists and the Jurist of Authors" by
Mujahid Dairania, "The Dilemma of Multiculturalism in Modern Political Thinking, the
Controversy of Inclusion and Diversity" by Husam Ad-Din Majid. It also referenced the
memoirs of Ali At-Tantawi, which was the main source for this research, as well as "Ash-
Sheikh Ali At-Tantawi as a Jurist" by Mahmoud Al-I'mrani, "My Grandfather Ali At-
Tantawi as | Knew Him" by A'bida A'thm, "Damascus Plans" by Muhammed Kurd Ali,
"Modern Syrian History in the Hafez Al-Assad Era (1971-2000)" by Hashem Othman,
"Great Figures" by Zarkali, "Islam without Sects™ by Mustafa Ash-Shakaa, etc.



This research was conducted using descriptive and historical methods, this would pave the
way for other researchers to shed light on this type of study and to infer it from literary
books. This research concluded the following: the presence of co-existence among
different religions in Islamic countries in the 20th century, the importance of being aware
of other cultures, the various objectives of other people's customs, traditions, and lexicons,
the effect of wars on the cultural, social, economic, and political aspects of life, and finally
the creation of multiple customs, traditions, and accents as a result of the constant

switching in Damascus' ruling, which also affected the social diversity overall.
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