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 صغٍشًا سبٍاًَ انهزٌٍ ٔانذّي إنى انعهًًالإَجاص ْزا ْذيأ

 ٔانًحبت سيضانعطاء خٕحًإ إنى
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 الشكروالتقدير

 
حكشو  انزي خهف يشٔاٌ أبٕ د. لأسخاري ٔحقذٌشي شكشي بعظٍى أحقذو أٌ إلا ٌسعًُ لا

 شكشي بعظٍى أحقذو خٍش. كًا كم عهىٔعٍ ان عًُ لله فجضاِ  ْزا انعًم، عهى بالإششاف

 انعشبٍت ٔانًشاجع ،انًصادس يٍ بًجًٕعت صٔدًَ انزي  حًذاٌ طّ انذكخٕس ٔايخُاًَ إنى

إبشاٍْى أبٕ  يعٓذ اَراسانذكخٕس فً أساحزحً إنى بانشكشانجضٌم أحقذو  كًا ، ٔالأجُبٍت

، ٔانذكخٕس ْاًَ َٕس انذٌٍ، ٔانذكخٕس عٍسى انٕٓدنٍت صلاحانذكخٕس  ٔالأسخار ًش،اع

 .انصشٌع

جايعت بٍج نحى، ٔدائشة  ٔيكخبت ،يعٓذ اَراس بجايعت انقذط فً ٔحقذٌشنهعايهٍٍي ٔشكش

 شكشي بجضٌم أحقذو أٌ إلا ٔلاٌفٕحًُاَراس ٔانخشاد انزقافً فً ٔصاسة انسٍاحت ٔاَراس.

لأسخار إبشاٍْى ا جٕٓد أَسى لا كًا ،بعًم انخشائط  حفضم نزيا يحًذ جشاداثالأسخار إنى 

 شكشي بجضٌم أحقذو أٌ أَسى ٔلا ،فً أعًال انشسى ٔانشفع انُٓذسً ساعذًَقطٍط انزي 

 .انًٕفق ٔاللهانُٕس. إنى نبحذا ْزا أسٓى بإخشاس يٍ نكم
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Olive oil press in the city of Bethlehem during the Ottoman period 

“Archaeological and Ethnographic Study” 

Prepared by: Nabil Mohammed Hussein 

Supervised by: Dr. Marwan Abu Khalaf 

Abstract 

Historians and archaeologists are interested in studying olive tree and olive presses during 

different periods of civilizations. Olive tree is considered one of the trees where oil is 

extracted from it, and it is a rich material in nutrition, therapy and sacred in different 

religions. 

There have been many and varied studies about the importance of the olive tree and the 

evolution of oil press facilities, that were derived from the results of excavations and 

surveys that took place in Palestine and its environs. Despite of this interest, the issue 

regarding the olive press during the Ottoman period still needed to be studied, documented 

and concerned; this study contributes to the revealing of these presses in the city of 

Bethlehem and its environs, perhaps aiming at paving the way to create more concerns to 

maintain these presses and to be documented sufficiently in both historical and technical 

manner. 

I have divided the research into four chapters, the title of the first chapter is the city of 

Bethlehem history and importance, where I tackle the  issues of the origin of naming the 

city of that name , its location,  topography and its historical and humanitarian role, and the 

religious importance  as the city of the birth of Jesus Christ - peace be upon him- , and the 

situation of the city during the Ottoman period through the archaeological excavations 

results and the historical and religious sources . It also discussed the geography of the city 

and agriculture especially and regarding the olive tree. 

The second chapter and its title is:  The historical roots of the olive tree in Palestine; this 

chapter constitute the core of the study as it discusses the origin of the olive tree and its 

agricultural environment, spread, spatial distribution and the historical roots of the olive 

tree, and where the archaeological sources indicated that this tree was domesticated 

thousands of years ago and its cultivation was spread intensively in the Mediterranean 

region. Also I included in this chapter the industrial, medical and therapeutic legacy of 

olive oil, and included the religious heritage of the olive tree and the sacredness in the 

three monotheistic religions and the pre-monotheistic religions. I also discussed the olive 

tree in the Palestinian folklore, whether it's during the oil harvest season and the popular 

stories, proverbs and folk songs associated with the olive tree, or the popular tools and 

terminology associated with the olive harvest season. The end of this chapter concluded the 

current situation of the olive tree and its sufferings in Palestine in light of the occupied 

authorities’ attacks and the absence of formal care and urbanization. 

 

I gave the third chapter this title: The spatial distribution of olive presses in the city of 

Bethlehem and its environs (I dealt with the review of the earlier surveys that took place in 

Palestine, such as: the survey of west Palestine, and the later surveys until the twentieth 

century. I also talked about the field survey that I have conducted in terms of the objectives 



 ؽ‌
 

and the methodology, I have also enlisted all the olive presses in the city of Bethlehem and 

its environs in order to limit the presses in terms of the history of its creation and some 

details about them, and I ended the chapter with the results of the survey and the kinds of 

presses in the region covered by the study). 

The fourth and final chapter in this study has the title: tools and techniques used in the 

olive presses (I talked about the tools and utensils used in the olive presses, such as: the 

threshing stone and types of the extraction compressors. Then I talked about the evolution 

of the oil extraction method in the presses by the using of various extraction tools that have 

evolved over time and have been replaced by more advanced tools. I also talked about the 

methods of separating oil from water and sediment, and I ended the chapter by displaying 

the use of the hydraulic system in the process of threshing and extracting olives as a 

technique that began in the early twentieth century and that has replaced the traditional 

methods). 

The conclusion of the research included the most important results that came out after my 

study to this issue; the study also included through its chapters collection of photos and 

drawings that have been photographed and filed recently and some pictures and diagrams 

are from the sources. In addition to a list of foreign and Arab sources that I relied on as 

these sources have lots of information that shed the light on the political, economical , 

agricultural and social life , and contribute to the clear understanding . 

I have benefited  from the Muslim and Westerner historians  who wrote on the subject of 

the study; the geographical  and travel books are not less important than  the records , 

documents and historical books , as I have gained  lots of information that has covered 

many aspects that was forgotten by the contemporary historical sources. 
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جغٟ‌ك‌٢أُٞهغ‌ر٘و٤جبد‌ًللذ‌. ًٜق‌ًج٤غ‌٣وغ‌ػ‌٠ِاٌُلخ‌اُلغه٤خ‌ُٞاص‌١سغ٣ِٕٞ،‌ٓوبثَ‌ص٣غ‌سغ٣ِٕٞ: أّ‌هِلخ‌1

 ,Hirschfeldدٍٞ‌أُٞهغ‌عاجغ‌. )ػٖ‌ٓغادَ‌اؿز٤ِبٕ‌رؼٞص‌ُِؼوغ‌الأك‌٢ُٞالأٝؿَ‌ٝالأػ‌٠ِٝاُؼوغ‌اٌُب٤ٌُُٞض٢ٌ
1985: 32-33 ) 

2‌‌ ‌: الأدٔغػغم ‌اُلٔب٤ُخ ‌اٌُلخ ‌ػ٠ِ ‌اُِ٘ٞك٤خ‌ًٜق‌٣وغ ‌ٝاُلزغح ‌أُٞؿز٤غ٣خ ‌ُِلزغح ‌أُٞهغ ‌٣ؼٞص ُٞاص‌١سغ٣ِٕٞ،

 (Hirschfeld, 1985: 25دٍٞ‌أُٞهغ‌عاجغ‌. )أُجٌغح
٣٘ـت‌إ٤ُٚ‌. اُلغم‌ٖٓ‌ث٤ذ‌ُذْ،‌٣ٔزض‌ٖٓ‌اُـغة‌إ‌٠ُاُلغم‌ثبرجبٙ‌اُجذغ‌ا٤ُٔذ‌٣٠ُوغ‌اُٞاص‌١إ: ٝاص‌١سغ3‌ِٕٞ٣

بٕ،‌ًٔب‌٣ذز‌١ٞػ‌٠ِجبٗج‌٢ًلز٤ٚ‌ٓجٔٞػخ‌ٖٓ‌اٌُٜٞف‌اُز‌٢رؼٞص‌اُ٘بؿي‌سغ٣ِٕٞ‌اُظ‌١ث‌٠٘الاص٣غح‌الأ‌٠ُٝك‌٢أٌُ

 ( Hirschfeld, 1985: 17-20دٍٞ‌أُٞهغ‌أٗظغ‌‌. )ثزبع٣شٜب‌إ‌٠ُػوٞع‌ٓب‌هجَ‌اُزبع٣ز
4Annuus, 1967: 131 
5Annuus, 1967: 131 
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‌اُزغ٢ً" ا٥هجخ"رؼزجغ‌‌1 ‌. أٍٝ‌ػِٔخ‌ًغثذ‌ك‌٢اُؼٜض ‌اُج٤ٌبءٓـ‌٢ًُِٛٝٞٔخ ‌اُوِؼخ ًغثٜب‌. ٤خ‌الأهَ‌ٝٓؼ٘بٛب

صِش‌صعْٛ‌ٖٓ‌ًبٗذ‌رـب‌١ٝ. ٝهض‌ارشظد‌٣ٞٓئظ‌عارجب٤ٓٞ٣‌ًبً‌ُِٞادض‌ٖٓ‌اُج٘ٞص. ػلاء‌اُض٣ٖ‌ثبكب‌أسٞ‌اُـِِبٕ‌أٝعسبٕ
 222: 0990اُؼبعف،‌. ٝك‌٢هٍٞ‌أٜٗب‌ػجبعح‌ػٖ‌أعثؼ٤ٖ‌ثبعح. اُلٌخ

2Hutteroth and Abdulfattah, 1977: 121 
ٝثؼي‌اُؼبئلاد‌٣‌ٌُْزق‌ثضٝعٙ‌. رٔزغ‌ٓلب٣ز‌اُ٘ٞاد‌٢ثوضع‌ًج٤غ‌ٖٓ‌اُـ٤ِغح‌ٝاُ٘لٞط‌ػ‌٠ِهغاْٛ: اُؼػبٓبد‌أُذ٤ِخ‌3

‌ُج ‌اٝجض ‌ٓٔب ‌أُضٕ، ‌إ٠ُ ‌آزض ‌ثَ ‌اُغ٣ق ‌الإجزٔبػ٤خك٢ ‌اُذ٤بح ‌ػ٠ِ ‌رـ٤ِغ ‌إٔ ‌اؿزِبػذ ‌اُز٢ ‌اُؼػبٓبد ٖٓ‌ ‌وخ
 (019-018: 0‌،0999دٍٞ‌أًُٞٞع‌عاجغ،‌ٓ٘بع،‌ٍ. )ك‌٢اُوغٕ‌اُضبٖٓ‌ػلغ‌ٝالإهزوبص٣خ

4Cosgel, 2004: 21-23 
 022: 0101؛‌هبك002‌،٢: 0999ٓ٘بع،‌‌5
 081: 0101هبك٢،‌‌6
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اُضثبؽ،‌: أٗظغ. )ػ٤ٖ‌هبُخ،‌ػ٤ٖ‌اُجغى،‌ٝػ٤ٖ‌ػِبٕ،‌ٝسغثخ‌ص٣غ‌اُج٘بد‌ٝسغثخ‌اُشٞر: أُبء‌ٝاُشغة‌الأصغ٣خ‌ٓضَ

 Bagatti, 2002: 61-62)،‌ٝأٗظغ‌أ٣ٌب150‌ً-151: 0‌،0110،‌م5ط
ٝرؼ‌٢٘اُُٞٞط‌ٖٓ‌ٌٓب٣‌ٕزضاسَ‌ٓغ‌ؿ٤غٙ،‌. ك‌٢اُج٘ٞة‌اُـغث‌٢ٖٓ‌ٓض٣٘خ‌اُوضؽ‌ث٤ٖ‌هغ٣ز‌٢اُجٞعح‌ٝثز٤غ‌ُُٞجخروغ‌ا‌4

 ( 019-015: 0‌،0110،‌م5اُضثبؽ،‌ط: أٗظغ. )ؿ٤غٙ،‌ٖٝٓ‌أْٛ‌ٓٞاهؼٜب‌الأصغ٣خ‌سِخ‌اُـٔي
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جغٟ‌ك‌٢. ٓزغ ٤111ذ‌ُذْ‌ػ‌٠ِظٜغ‌رِخ‌رغرلغ‌ػٖ‌ؿِخ‌اُجذغ‌روغ‌إ‌٠ُاُلٔبٍ‌اُلغه‌٢ٖٓ‌ٓض٣٘خ‌ث: أثٞ‌ؿ1ْ٤٘ 

ٝهض‌أهبٓذ‌ؿِِبد‌الادزلاٍ‌ك‌٢أُٞهغ‌. ٖٓ‌هجَ‌ًٞعثٞ‌ًللذ‌ػٖ‌ثوب٣ب‌ص٣غ‌ث٤ؼ٢ِٗ 0980أُٞهغ‌ر٘و٤جبد‌أصغ٣خ‌ؿ٘خ‌

 (Corbo, 1955: 141-145دٍٞ‌ججَ‌اثٞ‌ؿ٤ْ٘‌عاجغ‌. )ٓـزُٞ٘خ‌ججؼبد‌دٞٓبٙ
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 (S.J. Bourke. TeleilatGhassul, Renewed Excavation, Orient-Express 200-3, 1999: دٍٞ‌أُٞهغ‌أٗظغ(. )ّ.م
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