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Controversy between religion and politics in general Palestinian
community

Prepared by: Hiyam Abdelfatah Horani

Supervisor: Dr. Shafeq Ayyash

Abstract

This study aimed to identify and analyze the subject of controversy between religion
and politics in general<and particularly its impact on the Palestinian community in its
different aspects of life.

This impact has been evident« especially after the Catastrophe of 1948 (Al-Nakba)
and its consequences that lead to detachment between religion and politics on one
hand and the public opinion on the other.

The study assumes that some political Palestinian parties have been established based
on religious and ideological foundations¢ what lead to more commitment to the
Palestin ian cause on the public level on the one hand< and more political
fragmentation that has had negative impacts on the cause on the other hand.

The study aims at:

1. Proving that the controversy between religion and politics has great impact on
communities in general and on the Palestinian community in particular;

2. In what way the controversy between religion and politics reflectsc and the
subsequent reflection of it on all the aspects of life of the community members« for
example« the use of religion for political or authoritarian interests regardless of the
affiliation of such using group;

3. The study points to the possibility of religionizing politics¢ but not politicizing
religion in no way; as the religion is static and does not permit division¢
transformation or complying with personal or political interests.

The study included an introduction and five chapters and a conclusion.The
introduction dealt with the background of the study. The first chapter dealt with the
theoretical framework of the controversy between religion and politics¢ and the
second quarter continued the evolution of religion and politics historically since the
era of the Prophet and even the Ottoman Empire« and the third chapter the evolution
of this debate in the Ottoman Empire at the Arab level« the fourth chapter dealt with
the post-Ottoman and the advent of colonialism« while the fifth chapter dealt with the
controversy between religion and politics in the Palestinian society.

The study concluded the following:



1. The debate between religion and politics exist in Islamic history< and the
intensification of the conflict has led to the emergence of teams and groups<which still
have an extension and impact at the present day.

2. All nations in the world come under dilemmas and defeats but rise again in years
or decades« but our people has been under successive defeats in 1948¢< 1967 and the
following defeats made the Zionist project more prevailing.

3. The Palestinian religious message needs to be reformed to become more serious
and deeper- taking that it has departed from moderation that characterizes Islam.

4. Absence of dialogue and acceptance of the other within the Palestinian home have
lead to the current situation of conflict and struggle.

5. Maintaining religious« political and national values overlie within the concept of
the Muslim State that accepts minorities and deals with them according to the
teachings of Islam which accepts pluralism and intellectual and cultural diversitiesm
and which is characterized by flexibility and the possibility of coping with the
development in time and space.
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