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The Relationship between Hamas Movement and Egypt, and its Impact
on the Palestinian Issue (2014 - 2018)

Prepared by: Mahmoud Abd AlIRazeq Mohammed Al-Breem
Supervisor: Prof. Waleed Hasan Al-Modallal
Abstract:

The Palestinian cause has received an Egyptian attention and care since the dawn of history,
due to reasons and geopolitical considerations that prompted the Egyptian state to follow
what is happening in the Palestinian arena and to play a prominent role at the regional and
international level to support the Palestinian position in various issues and files. Cairo
remained the first stop in any Palestinian political move, even after the political process
faltered and the outbreak of the Al Agsa Intifada in 2000, during which Hamas emerged as a
Palestinian resistance movement with a strong influence on the Palestinian issues. Egypt has
maintained limited relations with Hamas after winning the 2006 legislative elections when
Egypt did not recognize the legitimacy of Hamas' rule in Gaza after the takeover of 2007.
Still, the Egyptian role was prominent in the mediation for the memorandum of
understandings between "Israel" and the Palestinian resistance factions in the wake of Israel's
war on Gaza Strip 2008, and later through Egyptian mediation to complete a prisoner
exchange deal in 2011, in addition to the truces of 2012 and 2014 wars.

The study also examined the ups and downs of the relationship with Hamas which showed
improvement in the era of President Mohamed Morsi and tension in the era of President
Abdel Fattah Al Sisi and soon started to recover after the change carried out by Hamas on
its political discourse which was a result of internal reviews and the disclosure of its
political document in May 2017. It reflected the movement's keenness to deal with regional
and international changes and its desire to show itself as a Palestinian movement with no
connections with Muslim Brotherhood, which, in turn, prompted the Egyptian state to
respond positively and show flexibility in meeting Hamas leaders in Cairo to discuss the
files of reconciliation, calm, understandings on border control and confrontation of militant
groups. For Egyptian political considerations and regional and international circumstances
and reasons, the relationship remained within its tactical framework.

The researcher used an analytical descriptive methodology in analyzing the determinants
and future of this relationship.

The study aimed to identify the most important reasons that led to tension in the
relationship, and then look at its improvement recently, and different scenarios for the
future relationship between Hamas and Egypt will be discussed.

The researcher has arrived to a conclusion that Hamas responded to various Egyptian
initiatives to end the Palestinian division. Egypt showed sufficient flexibility, as a result of
self-critical reviews of of Hamas policies and its management of Gaza Strip, and in the
light of the regional and political changes, after July 3, 2013, and the decreasing role of
Muslim Brotherhood regionally and internationally.
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Moreover the Stability of the relationship between Hamas and Egypt, meets the Egyptian
security demands, and leads to strengthening the Egyptian presence in the Palestinian
cause, which provides a strong opportunity to get Cairo on the line to complete the
prisoners' exchange deal between Hamas and the "Israeli" side. But the development of the
relation to its strategic stages is subject to several factor, which represented on the account
of the interests of the both parts, the change of the Egyptian Regime's policies toward
Hamas, or retreating by Hamas for some of its principles. Especially what is related to the
military side to satisfy Egypt and Hamas acceptance to the Egyptian political vision toward
the Palestinian Cause.

As shown above the study recommended that Hamas seeks to transfer the relationship with
Egypt from its modest tactical stage to advanced stages to reach its strategic goals through
a constructive strategic dialogue and implementation of mutual commitments and
understandings in important files: political, security and economic.

In addition to that Hamas should attempt to remove its name from American and European
terrorist lists based on legal, political and diplomatic dialogue. This could be the beginning
of a shift towards a genuine relation with the Egyptian regime. It would result in

international acceptance of Hamas as a national liberation movement and political party.
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