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Abstract

This study aimed at exploring the effect of applying a teaching strategy based on the
comparison among tenth grade students to the acquisition of geographical concepts and the
development of reflective thinking for them.

A purposeful sample included (130) tenth graders (50 males and 80 females) from among
the students of four classes in two of the governmental schools in Bethlehem district. Two
of the classes (the control group) learned in the traditional method whereas the other two
(the experimental group) learned by the comparison strategy.

Acquisition of geographical concepts test and a reflective thinking instrument were
developed by the researcher for the purpose. Validity and reliability for the two
instruments were achieved. A pre-test and post test were performed using the acquisition of
geographical concepts test and the reflective thinking instrument. the means and standard
deviations, (ANCOVA) test, were used in this study.

The results showed that: there are significant differences in acquiring the geographical
concepts due to the method of teaching- in favor of the comparison strategy.

There are significant differences in acquiring the geographical concepts due to gender in
favor of girls, and There are no significant differences in acquiring the geographical
concepts due to the interaction between the group and gender.

There are significant differences in the development of the reflective thinking due to the
method of teaching- in favor of the comparison strategy, and There are no significant
differences in the development of the reflective thinking due to gender and the interaction
between the group and gender.

so the result of the study refers to the effective uses of the strategy on the acquisition of
geographical concepts and the development of reflective thinking students

In the light of the results of the study, the need to employ this method in teaching
Geography, Service programs should offer for teachers in using the comparison strategy
and more studies should be conducted to investigate the effect of the comparison strategy
on different classe level and different subject.

The reaserch has also recommended this method in teaching geography and any other
areas.
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