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Abstract

The Situation of Academic A dvising and its Development Needs at
the Bethlehem and Al-Quds Universities Jrom the point of view of
Students and Academic Advisors

This study aimed to know the situation of the academic advising
and its developmental needs at the Bethlehem and Al-Quds Universities
and 1t's  extent suitability for the students' needs, the adequacy of the
academic advisors role and the advising process at both universities. in
addition, to know the most important impediments that stand in the way
of developing the academic advising process. This study also aimed at
knowing the advising situation and subsequently getting the officials, the
students and members of the teaching staff with the importance of the
role of academic advising in the educational process as well as in their
scientific life.

The researcher sees that academic advising needs a scientific study
that aims to develop the situation of the academic advising at both
universities. The researcher also sees that the students' academic services
need development in the following areas:

- the situation of academic advising in general;
- the role of the academic advisor;

- the importance of the academic advising;

- the practices of the academic advising;

- the areas of academic advising impediments.

The study predicated on a group of questions and hypotheses, and
it contents of which is summarized in negating the existence of
statistically  significant differences between each of Al-Quds and
Bethlehem Universities concerning the situation of the academic advising
from the perspective of: a) the students b) the academic advisors.

The population of the study consisted of two sections, one section
for all the students of the two universities who are registered in the
second scholastic semester for the 1999/2000 school year. Their number
is (6100) male and female students. A stratified random sample was
drawn, the percentage of it is (6.55 %) from the original population of the
research, and a section for all members of the teaching stu
ff at the two universities who are registered in the second scholastic
semester for the 1999/2000 school year. Their member is (375) members.




A random sample was taken from them. the percentage of which is
(22.13 %) of the original population of the study:.

In order to achieve the aims of the study, the researcher employed
the  method of descriptive approach. The research instrument consisted
of two sections which are the students’ questionnaire and the academic
advisors’ questionnaire. The students’ questionnaire in its final form
consisted of two parts:  the first- the primary data, the second- the study
items where it consisted of (49), distributed among the study fields as
follows:

- the role of the academic advisor (1-21);

- the importance of the academic advising (22-35);

- the practices of the academic advising (36-42);

- the areas of academic advising impediments (43-48).

The advisors' questionnaire data sheet was formed in its final form
from two parts: the first- the primary data, the second- the study items
where it consisted of (2 9) items distributed among the study fields as
follows:

- the role of the academic advisor (1-10);

- the importance of the academic advising (11-14);

- the practices of the academic advising (15-22);

- the areas of academic advising impediments (23-28).

The researcher made sure of the questionnaire reliability by
presenting it to two committees of juries whose comments were taken
into consideration.  The reliability coefficient was computed by the
internal consistency method " Cronbach Alpha ", whereby the entire
degree of the students' questionnaire was (0.87).  As for the advisors'
questionnaire, the entire degree of consistency was (0.81).

The required statistical procedures were carried out using the (SAS)
program in the computer. The results revealed the following:

I. The existence of statistically significant results for the attitudes of
the students vis a vis the academic advising situation according to
the university which go to the benefit of Bethlehem University in
the following areas of the study: the advisor's role, the umportance
of academic advising and the entire degree, and the non-existence
of statistically significant different in the domain of academic
advising practices.




NS

There 1s a statistically significant differences in the students’
attitudes towards the situation of academic advising according to
the college for the benefit of the College of Arts.

There 1s a statistically significant differences in the students'
attitudes towards the situation of academic advising according to
school year for the benefit of second year students.

)

4. There 1s a statistically significant differences in the students'
attitudes towards the situation of academic advising according to
interaction of university and college for the benefit of the College
of Science at Bethlehem University.

5. There 1s a statistically significant differences in the students'
attitudes towards the situation of academic advising according to
the interaction of university and school year for the benefit of
second year students at Bethlehem University.

6. There is a statistically significant differences in the students'
attitudes towards the situation of academic advising according to
the interaction of university and place of residence for the benefit
of city students at Bethlehem University.

7. There is a statistically significant differences in the students'
attitudes towards the situation of academic advising according to
the interaction of university and cumulative average for the
students obtaining averages less than 60 at Al-Quds University.

8. There are no statistically significant difference concerning
the extent of the existence of differences that impede the according
advising process inside the university from the point of view of
students.

9. There are no statistically significant differences
concerning the situation of academic advising on the entire degree
according to the place of residence from the point of view of
students.

10.  There are no statistically significant differences
concerning the situation of academic advising on the entire degree
according to cumulative average from the point of view of
students.




