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The Personality Patterns in a Sample of Criminal Offenders in the
Rehabilitation and Reform Center in The City of Ramallah

Prepared by: Mahdiya Rabah Mousa Ghaben
Dr. Nabel Abd Elhadi

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify the personality patterns of criminal offenders.
The study was conducted in the Rehabilitation and Reform Center located in Ramallah city
based on various factors such as social status, learning level, type of crime and the period
of imprisonment. The researcher applied Eysenck Personality Inventory (EPI) to a sample
of 150 people with criminal behaviors in the Rehabilitation and Reform Center to verify
the validity and reliability of Inventory, after receiving a permit from The Palestinian
Prison Service to conduct the study. The results indicated that the degree of happiness
among the respondents is 61.3%, the degree of excitement is 59.8 % and the degree of
dishonesty is 57.2%. The results found that there were no significant and statistical
relations between personality patterns of the criminal behavior, social status, educational
level or the period of imprisonment, whereas there were significant and statistical

differences between personality patterns of criminal offenders and the type of crime.

The findings and recommendations of the study were as follows: To conduct further
studies and researches to highlight the psychological and social aspects of criminal
offenders in order to identify their problems, their lifestyles, their motivations and drives to
perpetrate anti-social behaviors. Secondly, to provide psychotherapy sessions to help
criminal offenders manage anger or violent emotions— this is based on a number of studies
which confirm that “neurosis” is the most prevalent mental disorder among criminal
offenders. Finally, to conduct a similar study- to this one- in other Rehabilitation and
Reform centers across the West Bank in order to better recognize the personality patterns
of criminal offenders, and the optimal way to interact and deal with them
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